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CHAPTER xv. 


A CHANGE OF SCENE. 


OR fore hows after the departure 
of Sir George, Mrs. Maitland's 


diſdain and indignation continued in 


full force; ſne could neither endure 
the thought of ſeeing Juliana become 


his wife, or of ſtripping her of ſo large 


a2 part of her natural rights to enrich 


one ſo worthleſs. The tenderneſs of 
the mother, for a while gave way to a 


ſtrong ſenſe of honour and rectitude; 


and like a Roman matron, ſhe could 
herſelf have pronounced, and almoſt 
inflicted the puniſhment ſhe thought 


Vor. II. B E he 


| 2 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 
[ he deſerved. - Ardently did ſhe wiſh 


| for the power of eraſing from the will 
| of her late brother, the clauſe which 
i gave riſe to ſuch injuſtice and baſe de- 
5 ſigns in the breaſt of her ſon, and ex- 
poſed his lovely and amiable daughter 4 
= 1 inevitably to become wholly, or in 
[part, a facrifice to his ambition and 
| - inſenſibility. Such were her feelings 
1 and reflections at his departure; and 
3Z the gloom which they caſt over her 
ſpirits being attributed by all about 
her to concern for his abſence, every 
one ſtrove to amuſe and call off her 
j ___ thoughts from unpleaſing objects, with- 
out appearing to ſuppoſe they were ſo 
1 employed. Theſe kind efforts were in 
= fome degree ſucceſsful, but though ſhe 
'L _ _ Þongrecovered her apparent chearful- 
* neſs, the thought of her ſon's unge- 
1 nerous intentions never occurred to 
her mind, without giving it a painful 
aten, Which, ans, ſhe endea- 
voured 
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mogred to ſoften, by indulging the hope 
of his returning with altered diſpoſi- 
tion and reſolutions,  _ : 
A few days after Sir George's do- 
parture, Henry returned to Oxford. 
Every one ſaw him prepare for going 
with ſorrow, for he was beloved by 
every creature in the family, as well 
as by the whole neighbourhood. For 
| ſome days after he had left it, nothing 
at Furze Hill appeared like itſelf ; the 
grand ſource of all their chearfulneſs 
was gone: Mrs. Maitland felt the want 
of ſomething which was become al- 
moſt neceſſary to her happineſs; Mary 
complained that her couſin would not 
ſpeak ſince Harry went away, and Ju- 
Hana, that all Mary's ſpirits were fled 
with her brother to Oxford. _ Things 
were in this ſtate, when Mrs. Williams 
propoſed to Mrs. Maitland her re- 
moval with her family to the neigh- 
bourhood of London, during the ap- 
| Bs 5 proaching 
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at | Proaching winter, in order to give 
| the young ladies an opportunity of be- 
ing attended for a few months by the 


41 beſt maſters, which was, ſhe ſaid, all 
|| that was wanting to finiſh their educa- 


tions, and render them as accompliſhed 
as even herſelf could wiſh them. 


Vn willing as Mrs. Maitland was to 
| abit Furze Hill, ſhe did not heſitate to 
it comply with Mrs. Williams's propoſal; | 
| -a commodious furniſhed houſe be- 
} ing taken for her in one of the gen- 


cdteeeleſt villages near town, they imme- 
. diately removed thither; and the firſt 
| '"maflers being engaged to attend double 

leſſons, their whole time and attention 
MH Was taken up in making every poſſible 


63 


advantage of this opportunity for im- 
„ 8 
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Mrs. Maitland thought it e 

to inform the mother of Juliana, how 
near to town ſhe was to ſpend the win- 
ter; dut ſhe found that, on account of 
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an election buſineſs, Mr. Mordant's 


family was not expected in London 
till after Chriſtmas, a piece of intel- 


ligence ſhe was not ſorry. to hear, as 


ſhe feared that Juliana might be fas. 


voured with more of their viſics and 
invitations, than, according to their 
preſent plan of living, the could con- 


veniently receive or accept. VI. 

When the town became full, they | 
received calls from. all the families who 
ſpent their ſummers in the neighbour- | 
hood of Furze Hill; theſe calls were 
ſucceeded by prefling invitations | to, 
their houſes, and offers of attending 
the young ladies to ſuch-public places. 


as Mrs. Maitland ſhould not chuſe the: 


fatigue of frequenting, but their; offers, 
of all kinds were politely declined, 
that lady being reſolved to . adhere: 


on, to her original plan of proceed- 


ing, on no account to loſe ſight of the: 


; deſign with which they removed to 


B 7 - aw. 
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their preſent ſituation, or ſuffer what 


was intended to. be a winter of im- 
provement, to become one of diſſipa- 
tion. The only amuſements in which 
the indulged them, were a few plays, 
and one opera, to which they were ac- 
companied by Lady Harland, and with 


which they appeared perfectly ſatisfied, 


being too buſy to repine for want t of 
diverſions. 


Thus paſſed their time with very 
little interruption to the principal ob- 
Jets of their attention, till February 


was nearly half expired, when they 
received a card from Lady Maitland, 


informing them, that ſhe and her 


friends had been in town only a few 


days, and would call upon them the 
next morning. About noon they ar- 


rived, and Mrs. Mordant preſented 
her daughter to Mrs. Maitland and the 
young ladies, ſaying, ſhe hoped they 
Would in future be better acquainted. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Mordant was generally ac- 
counted a fine girl, ſhe was well grown, 


had good eyes, and an open counte= 
| nance; but her complexion, in which 


particular, nature had not been kind 


to her, was a compoſition of red and 


white paint; in this practice ſhe was 


kept in countenance by her mother 
and Lady Maitland, both of whom, 


notwithſtanding the difference in age, 
were to the full as fair and blooming - 


as herſelf. She had an air of faſhion 
and ſelf- ſatisſied conſequence, which, 
at firſt ſight, perſuaded thoſe that be- 
held her, that ſhe was handſomer than. 


in reality was the cafe; but what ſhe 
wanted in the beauty, ſimple elegance, 
and unaſſuming gracefulneſs of Mary 


and Juhana Maitland, ſhe made up in 
pretence and affectation, which, with 
one half of the world, very well ſup- 
plied their place. She received the 
wy attentions and civilities of Ju- 

. lianz 


the time of their living ſo near. 


| 2 an Fly clengaged air, conſtitute 
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liana with a kind of ſupercilious cold- 
nefs, affecting to treat her as little more 


chan a child, but to Mary ſhe was all 
condeſcenſion, often repeating that ſhe 
hoped they ſhould frequently ſee each 


other, and be quite intimate during 
Upon their riſing to take leave, Mrs. 
Mordant begged Mrs. Maitland would 


permit her to appoint a day, upon 


which ſhe might hope to ſee them in 
town; and that being Tueſday, after 


conſulting a liſt ſhe carried in her 


pocket · book, named Friday in the fol- 
lowing week. As Mrs. Maitland had 


no engagements of a kind, to prevent 
| her. accepting the invitation, and 
thought on her ſiſter's account ſhe 
could not decline it with propriety, ſhe 


readily promiſed; to attend her, and 


they parted with all thoſe ſet forms of 


civility, which, when gone through 


ſo 
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ſo much of modern politeneſs and eti- 
quet. 5 
During this viſit, it would have beers 
impoſſible for any one, who was unac- 
gquainted with the degree of relationſhip, 
in which the parties ſtood to each other, 
XZ to have ſuppoſed that Lady Maitland 
was the mother of Juliana; ſhe took 
little notice of her, ſcarce ſo much as 
of Mary; only once addreſſing her by 
name, and then uſing that of Miſs 
| | Maitland: and though ſhe was now 
= cighteen, tall and womanly, both in 
her perſon and manners, ſhe ſtill ſeems. 
ed, as well as Miſs Mordant, to con- 
ſider her as a mere girl, notwithſtand- 
ing the different treatment ſhe received 
fü Mrs. Maitland, who upon all oc- 
caſions behaved to her with the ten- 
derneſs of a mother, and the ealy cc con- 
fidence of friendſhip. _ 
& | When the day arrived, which was. | | 
= appointed for their viſit to Berkeley 
= B 5 Square, 
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Square, in which Mr. Mordant's town- | 


houſe was ſicuated, they were received 


by that family with much politeneſs ; 


Miſs Mordant, though rather more civil 


than ſhe had been during their firſt in- 
terview, ſtill bchaved towards our he- 


roine with much diftant reſerve, at the 


ſame time careſſing Mary, and ſhow- 


ing her every poſſible attention. Lady 


Maitland” appeared very grave, com- 


plained of a bad head-ach, and the 


late hours they had kept the evening 


before ; adding, that ſhe would poſt- 
tively go to no more ronts that win- 
ter. * ſhall ſee that to-morrow, (an- 


| Awered Mrs. Mordant) you forget that 
we are engaged every day, for more 


than a fortnight to come. I ſhall ne- 


ver be able to go through it, (replied \ 


her Ladyſhip; ) as for to-morrow, I am 


| fure I ſhall be too ill to go out. So. 
eng, ſhe aroſe Jn left 8 room. 
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Fam afraid Lady Maitland is really 
M, (ſaid Mrs. Mordant) I never re- 
member to have ſeen her ſo grave be- 
fore. I believe ſhe had an ill run at 
play laſt night, (anſwered Miſs Mor- 
dant;) I wiſh it is not her fear of ſeeing 
Lord Belford, that makes her ſo un- 
willing to go to Lady Hardcaſtle's to- 
morrow night. Here they were in- 
terrupted by the entrance of Lord and 
Lady Harland with their two daugh- 
ters, who, together with a few more 
of Mrs, Mordant's old country neigh- 
bours, made the whole of the company. 
You ſee Mrs. Maitland, ſaid Mrs. Mor- 
dant, (addreſſing that lady) I have 
aſked you to ſpend quite a family day 
with us; I thought a party of our old 
friends would be more agreeable to 
you thay a room full of ſtrangers. 
Mrs. Maitland replied, that ſhe was 
not particularly ſubject to be afraid of 
Ber fellow creatures, becauſe their fea- 
FE | mo tures 
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tures were not quite familiar to her, 
but that ſhe certainly found more plea- 
ſure in the ſociety of thoſe whom ſhe 


Eknew and eſteemed. 


While ſhe was ſpeakin g. juliana ad- 
n to Miſs Mordant in 
a low voice, and they immediately 
roſe, and quitted the room together. 
In a few minutes the latter returned 


alone, and upon Lady Harland's aſk- 
ing her where ſhe had left Miſs Mait- 
land, ſhe anſwered that ſhe was in her 
mother's. dreſſing- room. In leſs than 


half an hour, Lady Maitland and her 
daughter again entered; the former 


quite relieved, as ſhe informed the 
company, from her head-ach; and the 
latter, with a ſweet ſmile of ſatisfac- 
faction diffuſed over her fine counte- 
nance, which brightened every charm, 


and added luſtre to beauty itſelf. Fs 


gant 


Dinner being immediately announc- 
ed, che company dat down to an ele- 


8 
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gant entertainment, which, as both 
Mr. and Mrs. Mordant were lively and 
polite, paſſed with eaſe and chearful- 


neſs. During its continuance, and the 


remainder of the evening, the beha- 
viour of Lady Maitland towns Ju- 


Jana was much altered. Inſtead of 


the accuſtomed coldneſs with which 


ſhe uſed to treat her, ſhe now appeared 
to behold her with much ſatisfaction 
and pleaſure, often addreſſing her in 


the kindeſt accent, and generally uſing 


the appellation of my dear, or, my 
dear | Juliana. The young lady did 
not ſeem greatly elated or ſoftened by 
| theſe uncommon teſtimonies of affec- 
tion from her mother; ſhe paid, as ſhe | 


had ever done, particular attention to 


all ſhe ſaid, but anſwered her rather 
with reſpect | than tenderneſs. Lets 


When Mrs. Maitland's coach (for 


f ſince Juliana had reſided with her ſhe 


| had converted her poſt chaiſe into a 


£ 
3 


mor e 
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more roomy vehicle) drove to the door, 
that lady aroſe to take leave. She was 
politely invited by Mrs. Mordant to 
favour them with frequent calls, ſxy- 
ing, as an inducement, you will often 
find us at home in a morning.. Lady 
Maitland aſſured her in the civileſt 
manner, that the ſhould be always 
happy to ſee her, and would certainly 
take an early opportunity of calling 
upon her at Chelſea. Then turning to 
Juliana, ſhe faid, in a low voice, you 
won't forget me, my love? To which 
dur heroine anſwered, that ſhe might 
depend upon her. Mifs Mordant was 
' profuſe of her civilities to Mary, who, 
during the whole day, had been the 
principal object of her attention: but 
to Juliana, though her near relation, 
ſhe was regularly cold, diſtant, and 
ſometimes more than half rude; a cir- 
cumſtance which greatly diſpleaſed 
ſmog Maitland, _ would” atone have 


deter- 
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determined her very ſelddom to repeat 
her viſit. 
During their ride home, Juliana was 


more thou ghtful than uſual, often look - 


ing at her aunt with a kind of doubt 


and apprehenſion. At ſupper, the 
ſame little uneaſineſs appeared to con- 
tinue; and when Mary inquired the 


cauſe of her gravity, ſhe only replied, 
that ſhe could not be always ſmiling. 


At their uſual hour, they parted for 
the night; but Mrs. Maitland was 
ſcarce got into her apartment, when 


ſome one tapped gently at the door, 


and upon its. being opened, our he- 


roine entered, and making ſome little 
apology for her intruſion, ſat down by 
the ſide of the dreſſing table. Her 
aunt perceiving that ſhe had ſomething 


which ſhe wiſhed to communicate, told 
James ſhe might go to reſt, ſaying, ſhe 


ſhould not want any aſſiſtance to un- 
dreſs. The attendant was no ſooner 
„ 3 
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diſmiſſed, than Juliana riſing, and ap- 
proaching Mrs. Maitland, told her ſhe 


could not think of fleeping, while ſhe 


had upon her mind a conſciouſneſs of 


having done what ſhe feared her dear 
aunt would not quite approve. I know . 


(continued ſhe) that I ought to have 


conſulted you, that I ſhould do no- 


thing without your advice; but I could 


not bear to fee my mother ſo very un- 
eaſy, or to think that ſhe was in diſ- 
treſs for that, of which I poſſeſſed ſuch 
| ſuperftuous abundance. In ſhort, my 
dear madam, when I heard Mifs Mor- 


dant fay, with fuch a malicious kind. 


of indifference, that it was a play debt 
which occaſioned her illneſs, and that 
the was afraid of ſeeing the perſon to 
whom it was due, I could not endure 


to think of her continuing in ſuch a 


_ fate of mind, while it was in my 
power to relieve her ont of it. I there- 
fore requeſted Miſs Mordant to ſhew 


me 
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x me to her dreſſing- room, where, when, 
woe entered, I found her fitting with - 
her head leaning upon her hand in the 
moſt diſconſolate manner. I inquired | 
X how ſhe did, and if there was any 
thing in my power to do, which could 
contribute to her health and eaſe of 
mind. She ſeemed ſurprized at my 
queſtions and , aſked if I really wiſhed. 
to contribute to her eaſe of mind? T 0 

Which I anſwered, that it was my wiſh 
to perſorm, in the beſt manner 1 was 
able, every duty. of life, and had al- 
ways been taught to eſteem that which 
l owed to her among the fivit and moſt 
8 facred. I (replied ſhe) that is really 
your opinion, and you wiſh to act in 
conformity to it, I have no doubt but . 
it is in your power to relieve me from 
my preſent embarraſſment: and my 


dear child (continued ſhe with a ſoften- 
8 ed voice) may. depend upon my care 


never to plunge myfelf into ſuch ano 
"ther, 
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ther. 1'am not uſed. to play deep * 
end I had always a diſlike to it; but 
laſt- night, I know not how, Lord Bel- 
ford engaged me firſt in one bet, then 

in another, till at laſt I roſe near three 
thouſand pounds in debt to him. 1 

| am ſure he did not intend to diſtreſs 

0.10 me, for he is the beſt kind of man in 

oh the world; but to be unable to pay a 

1 debt of this nature, would render me 

1 contemptible in the eyes of every one 

who has the ſlighteſt ſenſe of honour; 

and till it is, by ſome means or other, 

f ____ diſcharged, I ſhall never ann a mo- 

if ment's reſt. 

1 I muſt confeſs dee N 
that I was a little ſtartled at the large · 
neſs of the ſum ſhe ſtood in need of: 

with a few hundreds, which I had ſup- 
poſed to be the fulleſt extent of her 
wants, I knew you would, without 

Pl ſcruple indulge me; but on the other 

=_ i - beer the karger the debt ſhe had con- 

I tracted, 
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5 tracted, the more impoſſible was it for 
her to diſcharge it without my aſſiſt- 


2 | ance, and the greater muſt be her an- 
1 guith of mind ; the promiſe too, which 
ſhe had condeſcended to make me, of 
never again engaging herſelf in ſuch 
an entanglement, had great weight 
with me; ſo that, unable to diſappoint 
the expectation I had raiſed, and truſt- 
ing to the long experienced kindneſs 
of my dear aunt, I ventured to pro- 
mife her the whole ſum, and muſt 
truſt to your goodneſs and indulgence 
gagement, and pardon for the impro- 
priety I have been guilty of in entering 
into it without your Win and pt 
probation. — 
Every thing my PI Juliana . 
> | (replied Mrs. Maitland, tenderly kiſ- 
fing her cheek as ſhe leaned over her 
27 chair) convinces me more and more of 
che goodneſs and rectitude of her heart. 
1 5 I need 
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Ill I need notdeſcant upon the imprudence 2 
1 of Lady Maitland, I know your own {| 
opinion of it exactly coincides with 
mine. The ſum ſhe has engaged you 
to diſcharge is indeed very large, and 
certainly required the promiſe - ſhe 
thought proper to make, as a ſecurity 
1 againſt the demand being repeated. 
- You ſhall, my dear, by no means diſ- 
appoint her expectation, or your own 
i} excellent heart, to which I know the 
4 eaſe you will give her's will afford the 
1 moſt pleaſing ſenſations; but for your 
6 mother's ſake, as well as your own, 
1 do not encourage her to hope for ſuch 
Wl _ reſource in future. There is nothing 
ſo infatuating, fo irreſiſtible to a weak 
$ mind, as a growing love of gaming; 
it will therefore be in the higheſt de- 
gree kind and attentive to her happi- 
neſs, at the ſame time that you relieve 
her preſent neceſſities, to prevent, if 
poſſible, 
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| poſlible, her plunging again into the 
fame uncomfortable ſtate. 

Juliana thanked her aunt in a tran- 
ſport of joy, for her kind indulgence, 
in ſuffering her to fulfil the engage 
ment into which ſhe had entered, and 
kiſſing her with all the grateful, fond- 

neſs of filial love, promiſed to do every 
thing ſhe adviſed ; and wiſhing her a 
good night, retired to her own apart- 
ment, with a heart much lighter than 
that with which ſhe had quitted it. 
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MODERN MATERNAL AFFECTION. 


HE allowance which Sir George 


was ſo large, and her expences during 


Her childhood fo proportionably ſmall, 


that a very conſiderable fum had accu- 
mulated, part of which had heen placed 
in the funds, and part, at the time of 
which we are now treating, lay in the 
hands of a banker, ſo that Mrs. Mait- 
land had no difficulty in immediately 
furniſhing our heroine, with the ſum 


of which her mother ſtbod in need. 
A draft for three thouſand pounds upon 
one of the moſt reſpectable houſes in 
town, was accordingly the next morn- 


| Maitland had made, for the main- 1 9 
tenance and education of his daughter b 


ing put into her hands, and the coach 


_—_ — vr that purpole, * ſet 


e 
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1 out, attended by Mrs. Williams, for 
Berkeley: Square, where being arrived, 
ſhe immediately requeſted to be con- 


ducted to Lady Maitland's dreſſing ; 
room, leaving Mrs. Walliams below 
with Mrs. Mordant, who had not ao 
finiſhed breakfeb. :-/: recs |, 

The moment] ic W Lady 


| Maitland roſe, with every appearance 
of delight, exclaiming, O my dear, I 
thought you had forgotten your pro- 
"x miſe, or rather that your aunt had re- 
© fuſed you the means of fulfiling it, 
but by the chearfulneſs of your coun- 


tenance I know all is. right. I am in- 
deed happy, madam (anſwered Juliana) 
in the power of relieving you from the 


1 4 uneaſineſs I yeſterday ſaw you {| uffer, 
eſpecially as you have had the goodneſs 
to promiſe, that I ſhall not have the 
£1 mortification of ſeeing you expoſed to 


the ſame inconvenience, when it may 
not be e for me me to remove it. 
S0 
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So ſaying ſhe preſented the draft to her 
mother, who no' ſooner caſt her eyes 
upon it, than they ſparkled with plea- 
ſure. A thouſand thanks, my beſt love, 
(exclaimed ſhe) I ſhall now be able to 
look the world in the face. I ſhall no © 
longer endure the apprehenſions of 
being pointed out as a mean wretch, 
who either wants power or inclination 
to diſcharge her voluntary engage- 
ments. She then rang the bell, and 
Cotten appearing, ordered her to. pre- 
pare for her going that evening to Lady 
 Hardcaftle's. I thought your Ladyſhip 
had reſolved not to go (ſaid Cotten.) 
So I had (replied Lady Maitland) but 
1 have changed my mind; tell the 
hair-drefſer to be here by two, and get 
every thing 2ady; She then deſcended, 
followed by Juliana, to the breakfaſt < 
room, where in the higheſt ſpirits, ſhe _ 
began to enquire into the particulars 
of their * engagements; to 
lament 
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lament that winter was ſo far ad- 
vanced; that the days began alr on 7 
to lengthen; and that another two 
months would drive hem ablalutaly, 
out of town. -- f 
Juliana, thou gh much preſſed hy Ra | 
mother and Mrs. Mordant to ſtay din - 
ner, ſoon took her leave, being ſeverely 
mortiſied by the extreme levity of a 
mother, whom a ſtrong ſenſe of duty 
made her wiſh to reſpect and love, but 
. whoſe follies reaſon forced her to de- 
ſpiſe. She returned to Mrs. Maitland, 
who impatiently expected her, in no 
very high ſpirits, and upon that lady's 
inquiring the particulars of her recep- 
tion, a tear ſtole down her ſoft cheek, 
which wiping away, with a with that 

it might not be perceived, —You too 
well know, my dear madam, (faidihe) 
that I am not ſo happy in a parent, as 
in my dear aunt, my beloved guardian 
and protectreſs. I am, mortiſied that 
Ne l. 8 the 
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the love and veneration I feel for the 
one, cannot be extended to the other; 


tthe endearing name of mother, my 


heart refuſes to acknowledge that filial 
tenderneſs, that fond reſpect, which 
ever ought to attend the idea of ſuch 
a relation; and all T can prevail upon 
myſelf to feel or expreſs, are the mere 
cold diftates of duty. I have often, 
my love, (anſwered Mrs. Maitland) 
felt for you on this account, but do 
not fuffer your ſenſibility to diſturb 
your peace or chearfulneſs ; perſevere 
in the conſtant attention and filial re- 
ſpect you have ever paid your mother; 
more is not in your power, unleſs a 
change in her ſhould call forth thoſe 
aàffections in her child, to which nature 
bath entitled her, and which, did not 
_ the counteract its operations, ſhe might 
ſo largely and happily enjoy. We will 
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change, but till then, you muſt be 


content with purfuing the track you 


have hitherto fo happily followed, with 


the ſubſtitution of attention for friend- 
ſhip, of principle for inclination and 


tenderneſs. 
The underſtanding, and maternalten- 


derneſs of Mrs. Maitland, never failed 
to ſooth and regulate the mind of her 
fair ward, naturally tos ſubje& to be 
_ ruffled by thoſe warm emotions, which 


ever attend upon à large portion of 


youthful ſenſibility, and conſtantly re- 


quire the careful and judicious hand of 
cultivation, to reſtrain and keep within 


the proper bounds of uſefulneſs. A 


few hours completely reſtored to her 


that eaſe and chearful tranquility, which 
as they are the offspring, ſo are they 


the reward of reaſon and virtue, and 


thoſe employments and avocations, ſo 
happily ſuited to her genius, and favor- 
able to her happineſs, were reſumed 


Ga with 
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with that ardor and attention, ſo ne- 


cCeſſary to the attainment of excellence. 


In a few days Lady Maitland favored 


| her ſiſter and family with the call ſhe 
had promiſed ſo ſoon to make; ſhe was 


accompanied by Miſs Mordant, who, 


the moment ſhe entered the room, flew 
to her favorite Mary, proteſting it was 
an age ſince ſhe had ſeen her, and (ex- 
cept Mrs. Maitland, to whom ſhe 


always paid conſiderable attention) 


ſcarce taking the ſmalleſt notice of any 


other perſon during her viſit. Her 
Ladyſhip, on the contrary, ſeemed en- 


tirely taken up with her daughter, 


whom ſhe careſſed, and even conde- 


ſcended to flatter in a manner very diſ- 
treſſing to her, and diſguſting to Mrs. 


Maitland, who ſo well knew the deſign 


and motives. of this ſudden change. 
Seeing the harp ſtanding in a corner of 


the room, ſhe requeſted Juliana to in- 
"ww her * a leſſon; ſhe was quite 
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delighted with her performance, firſt 
begged one ſong, then another, and. 
appeared wholly to have forgotten the 
length of her viſit, till Miſs. Mordant 
reminded her that it was almoſt four 
o'clock, and they were to dreſs for the 
Opera. This inſtantly put an end to- 
| her raptures ; ſhe ſuddenly ſtarted up, 
took a haſty leave, and hurried to her. 
coach, not chuſing to devote that time, 
ſo neceſſary for perſonal decoration, to 
b the inſipid company of a daughter, 
ö whom, though intereſt made her con- 
- deſcend - to flatter and careſs, was too 
N unlike herſelf ever to become a real ob- 
F ject of affection 
Though near a month elapſed banden 
Juliana was again favored with a call 
from her mother, ſhe received, during 
that interval, ſeveral very obliging 
notes from her, in which ſhe complain- 
ed of the conſtant and unavoidable. 
round of 6 in which the. 
_ * 9 wass 
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was involved, and by which ſhe was 

robbed of the pleaſure of ſeeing — 
beloved daughter, and the eſteemed 
friend to whom, on her account, ſhe 
was ſo highly obliged. Theſe notes 
were often accompanied by preſents 
of ſuch little delicacies as the ſeaſon 
rendered difficult to procure, and of 
which ſhe knew Juliana was particu- 
larly fond, fuch as fruits, flowers, &c. 
 &c. Theſe little teſtimonies of afﬀec- 
tion, would have made a deep impreſ- 
fron upon the tender, ſuſceptible nature- 
of our heroine, had ſhe not been for- 
tified againſt them, by a perfect know- 
ledge of the ſource from whence they 
- proceeded, and a natural averſion to 
intereſted hypocriſy. She, however, 
ſtrove to view the actions of her mo- 
ther in the moſt favorable point of 
view, and to indulge a hope, that what 
ſhe had too much reaſon to fear was 


HINRTANDAISABETITA. 3 
now mere pretence, might in time be 
converted into reality. 

As Mr. Mordant's intereſt was bene 

in oppoſition to the court party, his 
family did not frequent the drawing- 
room, and being fond of the country, 
he feldom prolonged his attendance 
upon the Houſe of Commons longer 
than the beginning of May. Lady 
Maitland had often wiſhed to attend 
the birth day, but Mr. Mordant was not 
to be prevailed upon to burn in London 
ſo long; ſhe was therefore obliged to 
take leave of the delightful fatigues of 
winter, a full month before the faſhion- 
able world in general relinquiſhed. 
them. Mortifying as this neceſſity 
was, ſhe. was obliged to ſubmit to it: 
her income. was too ſlender to. enable. 
her to act as ſhe wiſhed to do there 
was no being independent upon three 
_ thouſand pounds a year. Mrs, Mor- 
dant and her daughter accompanied her 
C 4 LTP 


Ladyſhip 3 in her farewel viſit to Mrs. 
Maitland and her family, which was 
made with much parade of affection 
on herpart, and many declarations that 
now ſhe had been uſed to have Juliana 
near her ſo long, ſhe knew not how to 
think of removing from her : this re- 
luctance was the Rronger, as ſhe ſaid 
he found her income unequal to the 
expence of coming down to Wood- 
burn, which ſhe had hitherto done, 
merely for the ſake of paſſing a ſhort 
time near her, and giving herſelf an 
opportunity of obſerving her growing 

improvements; but added, that now 
the taſk of education was ſo entirely 
completed, and ſhe of an age no longer 
to require the attendance of a governeſs 
or inſtructors, ſhe hoped Mrs. Maitland 
would have no objection to her paſling 
a ſhort time every year with her, at the 
houſe of her friend Mrs. Mordant, by 
whoſe authority, and particular deſire, 
. ſhe 
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fe was enabled to give the invitation. 
In this requeſt Mrs. Mordant joined 
with great at warmth and politeneſs, ſay- 
ing, that exclufive of Lady Maitland's 
being one of their family, they flattered* 
themſelves, that as near relations they 
ſhould not be denied ſuch a favor, and 
named July as the time, when it would 
be particularly agreeable to them to 
receive her. Mrs. Maitland referred 
them entirely to Juliana herſelf, who 
feeling no inclination, or rather a 
ſtrong diſlike, to the thoughts of ac- 
cepting the invitation, anſwered that 
it was Mrs. Maitland's intention to 
continue in her preſent ſituation during 
the next twelve months, merely that 
her couſin and herſelf might enjoy the 
benefit of being attended by their pre- 
ſent maſters, and as they well knew” 
how great a ſacrifice ſhe-made them 
in leaving her favorite place of reſidence 


for ſo long a time, ſhe thought the 
Go 5. 25 ** 
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leaſt they could do was to. make every 
poſſible uſeof the meangori improvement. 
thould in all probability ſpend the next 
winter as near to each other as they 
had done this, the hoped both her 
mother and Mrs. Mordant would ex- 
euſe her declining their obliging invi- 
tations, at leaſt till the following ſum- 
mer, when the foreſaw nothing that 
would prevent her accepting them, 
Lady Maitland, upon hearing that 
her ſiſter and family intended to ſpend. 
their next winter ſo near to London, 
appeared pretty well ſatisfied, only re- 
queſting, that Juliana would remember 
that ſhe had promiſed her a viſit the 
next ſummer, and that ſhe would 
ſhorten the time of abſence by often 
writing to her, a pleaſure ſhe had never 
before expreſſed a wiſh to enjoy, but 
for which ſhe now appeared very ſoli- 
citous. Juliana anſwered with her 
uſual 
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uſual reſpect, that it would give her 
pleaſure to do any thing that could af- 
ford the ſmalleſt ſatisfaction to her mo- 
ther; but added, that ſhe feared the 
retired manner in which they meant to 
| paſs the next ſix months, would render 
her a very dull correſpondent, as an 
account of the new leſſons the learned 
upon her harp, of the laſt new book 
the peruſed, or ſome ſuch important 
matter, would be the moſt intereſting 
events ſhe could expect to have the 
power of relating. Her Ladyſhip aſ- 
fured her, that every thing the did or 
thought would be intereſting to her; 
and affectionately embracing her, de- 
clared it would appear an age before 
they met again. | | 
The leave which Miſs Mordant took 
of her favorite Mary was little lefs 
tender; the gave her the moſt preiſing 
invitations to accompany Juliana when 
"the paid her propoſed vil to ber mo- = 
gets LES. 8 ther, 
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ther, requeſted that ſhe would favor 
her with a frequent correſpondence, 
and that they might paſs as much of 
their time together during the next 
winter as poſlible ; when, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
hoped Mrs. Maitland would think they 
had devoted ſufficient time to improve- 
ments, and would allow a little more 
to amuſements. To which Mrs. Mait- 
land replied, that both Juliana and 
Her daughter were entirely at liberty 
to judge and act for themſelves upon 
every occaſion ; that all ſhe wiſhed or 
mould ever deſire of them was, the 
privilege of adviſing as a friend, not 
of dictating as a governor. 
In this declaration, the actions ok 
this excellent guardian intirely agreed 
with her words, for as at the depar- 
ture of her eldeſt ſon, ſhe had reſigned 
to him the whole income his late uncle 
had aſſigned for his education, together 
with ſuch a part of the ſavings that 
15 had 
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had been made, as was ſuſſicient to en- 
able him to travel in a manner ſuitable 
to his rank and expectations, ſo upon 
the day on which Juliana became nine- 
teen, ſhe made to her a like reſignation, 
putting her into abſolute poſſeſſion not 
only“ of the thouſand pounds a year 
Which was left for her maintenance, 
but of all the accumulated ſavings, 
which amounted to a conſiderable ſum. 
Mary was at the ſame time made miſ- 
treſs of the intereſt of ten thouſand 
pounds, and Henry, being of age, 
maſter of his whole fortune, which the 
reader will recollect was, as well as his 
ſiſter's, fifteen thouſand. Theſe regula- 
lations were made by Mrs. Maitland, 
from an opinion, that it was better to 


| make young people independent by 


degrees, than to give them the poſ- 
ſeflion of a conſiderable fortune all at 
once: ſhe had in purſuance of this idea, 
. their allowanges gradually, in 

Proportion 
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proportion to their ages and future ex- 
pectations; and now that the goodneſs 
of their diſpoſitions and underſtandings 
had given her the moſt agreeable con- 
fidence in their conduct, ſhe wiſhed, 
while they ſtill continued under her 
eye, and ſubject to her control, vo- 
tantarily to afford them that liberty of 
action, which in a ſhort time they 
would have the power to command, 
that ſo neither the poſſeſſion of fortune 


or freedom might have that intoxicat- 


ing quality, by which their bleflings 


are ſo often converted into the worſt 


of misfortunes. Their continuance 


For another year at Chelſea had been 
indulged to their particular requeſt, 
and was indeed, as Juliana had faid, a 


very conſiderable ſacrifice of Mrs. Mait- 


land's pleaſure to their choice and im- 


provement, for ſhe was too fond of 
Furze-Hill to be abſent from it ſo long 


: without regret. 


* - 


Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding the ear neſtneſs with 
which Lady Maitland had requeſted 
her daughter's correſpondence, ſhe very 
ſeldom anſwered her letters with more 
than a few lines, and theſe general» 


ly containing the ſame ſentiments, 


often expreſſed in, wards very nearly, 
if not exactly reſembling each other. 
She generally thanked her for her laſt 


letter, which, ſhe declared afforded her 


the greateſt pleaſure; apologized for 
not anſwering it ſooner, by complain- | 


ing of want of time; told her the great 
_ pleaſure it would give her to ſee her 


in town; and concluded with the uſual 
aſſurances of affection. This correſpond- 
ence was fo far from endearing Lady 
Maitland to Juliana, that it more than 
ever convinced her of themeanneſs of her 
underſtanding and attainments, as well 
as the worthleſſneſs of her diſpoſition; 
and this more than half diſguſt, which 
in ſpite of herſelf ſhe felt for a mother 
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15 every way unworthy that tender- 


_ ſerved: 


— 
— 


- = 


name, was exceedingly increaſed by 
Mrs. James, who (being indulged, 
from her age, and the number of years- 
ſhe had lived in the family, with al- 
moſt unbounded liberty of ſpeech) not- 
withſtanding the frequent cautions 
given her by Mrs. Maitland, in a fit 
of irreſiſtible loquacity, gave her a full 
account of her Bath adventure, toge- 
ther with every circumſtance of her ill 
behaviour to the beſt of huſbands, and 
the inſolence with which ſhe uſed to 
treat Mrs. Maitland. Theſe circum- 

ſtances altogether operated ſo ſtrongly: 

upon the virtuons mind of Juliana, 

that it was not without difficulty ſhe 
prevailed upon herſelf to ſhew that 
apparent reſpect towards her mother, 
which ſhe had bn 9 pre- 


? 


The delicate ſenſibility of her mind- | 


would not ſuffer her to mention what 
Te me 
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ſhe had heard, even to her aunt ; but 
ſhe felt the moſt uneaſy. ſenſations. 
whenever the name of. her mother was 
mentioned; a ſomething that ſeemed 
to render her rights in the family whoſe. 


name ſhe bore doubtful; and there was 


nothing ſhe ſecretly ſo much dreaded 
| as the thoughts of ſeeing her, to whom 
nature had givena claim to affection and 
reverence, but whom ſhe found it im- 
poſlible either to love or reſpect. From 
this laſt cauſe of uncaſineſs ſhe was 
however relieved, by a letter which. 
ſhe received about the middle of Octo- 
ber, when ſhe began to fear that every 
week might mortify her with the fight 
of this unworthy parent, wherein her 
ladyſhip informed her that Mr. and 
Mrs. Mordant had changed their plan 
for the winter, which they uſually 
ſpent in town, but had this year re- 
ſolved to paſs in Paris, partly for the 
ſake of variety and amuſement, and: 


partly 1 
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in the French language. She expreſſ- 


ed great ſorrow at the neceſſity ſhe was 
under of giving up the pleaſure of 
ſeeing her for fo long a time; requeſted. 


that ſhe would lend her the ſum of 


five hundred pounds, which ſhe ſtood 


in great need of, to enable her to make 
2 few. decent preparations for her in- 
tended journey, and without which 
ſhe could not afford to. appear with 
common propriety. in that world of 


taſte and elegance, which ſhe was ſure 


her dear Juliana would wiſh her to do. 
She concluded with many ardent wiſhes 
that Mrs. Maithnd would permit her 


to make one in their party, which ſhe 


aſſured her was of the moſt reſpectable 
and agreeable kind; but as ſhe had no 


hope of ſuch an indulgence, reminded 


her of the viſit ſhe had promiſed to 
make her the next ſummer, and till 


= — her every poſſible pleaſure 
which 
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which her preſent confined ſituation 
would admit of her enjoying. 
Our heroine was ſo much pleaſed 
with this eſcape, as ſhe accounted it, 
from the mortification of witneſſing) 
the folly of a mother, that ſhe in- 
ſtantly reſolved to ſupply her with the 
ſum ſhe requeſted. - She was ſenſible 
that it might be better employed; that 
every hour preſented to. her eyes juſter 
_ claimants upon her abundance; that 
What ſhe now gave was devoted to, 
_ diſſipation. and folly. But though too 
much accuſtomed to judge of every 
action by the rules of reaſon and recs. 
titude ever to violate their laws. with- 
out an uneaſy conſciouſneſs, ſhe could 
not upon this occaſion allow herſelf to 
adhere too rigidly to them. Unwor- 
thy as was the requeſter, ſhe was yet 
her mother, It is true, ſhe had no 
real wants; but imaginary ones, in a 
weak mind, create as much pain as 
thoſe. 
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thoſe of the moſt ſerious nature, and 

it was her duty to render a parent, 

however undeſerving, as happy as it 

Was, without injury to another, in her 
power to make her. e 

With a little aſſiſtance from Mrs. 
Maitland, the ſum was accordingly 
raiſed, and being converted into bank 
notes, encloſed to Lady Maitland, to- 

_ gether with a - ſhort but reſpectful let- 
ter from Juliana, in which ſhe wiſhed 
her and her friends a ſafe and pleaſant: 
Journey to the continent, and aſſured 
Her that nothing but ſome unforeſeen- 

alteration of circumſtances ſhould pre- 

vent her paying her duty to her in thes 

eourſe of the next ſummer. 4 


_ 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


=» CONFESSION, [> 


Wa. 4 


EIN G thus relieved from this un- 
pleaſant neceſſity of keeping up 
the forms of apparent friendſhip with 
perſons ſo little calculated to inſpire or 
preſerve the ſacred union of virtuous 
minds, which alone deſerves that name, 
Mrs. Maitland and her family looked 
forward to a winter as quiet and unin- 
terrupted as the ſummer had been. 
That indeed had been rather more ſo 
than they could have wiſhed ; they had 
| expected that Henry would, as uſual, 
ſpend his long vacation with them, 
and had planned many pleaſurable little 
excurſions, which were intended to be 
executed during that time. Juliana 
had bought an elegant new riding - 
habit, in which ſhe intended to make 
_— - 
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them, and about the colour and ſhape 
of which ſhe had been particularly dif- 
ficult and exact. But all theſe agree 
able plans and expectations were put a 
ſtop to, by a letter Mrs. Maitland re- 
ceived from him, in which he inform- 
ed her, that it Was his intention to 
Fpend the whole farmer at Oxford, 
which ſeaſon of retirement he meant 
Intirely to devote to ſtudy; a degree 
of application he thought abſolutely 
neceſſary, previous to his entering into 
orders, which he wis reſolved to do as 
Oe | as he was arrived at the Proper 
Age. 
Mrs. Maitland, though diſappointed | 
in not having the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Her favourite ſon, for ſo, in ſpite of all 
Her endeavours to preſerve a perfect 

_ impartiality among her children he 

was become, was yet pleaſed with what 
ſſe thovghit a proof of his not indulg- 
ng = hopes from — kind- 

W nels Þ - 
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neſs with which he had always been 


treated by his couſin; a proof which, 
from the natural ardor of his temper, 
ſhe did not at all expect. On the con- 
trary, ſhie had often reflected with great 


uneaſineſs upon the pain the believed 
he would feel, ſhould the projected 
marriage between her and his brother 


ae place; nay, ſhe feared that he 
might be even raſh enough to oppoſe 
it, and dreaded the conſequences of a 


ſtrong paſſion, ſuch as ſhe too plain- 
ly faw him poſſeſs, by acting upon a 
young mind, unguarded by fear or ex- 
perience. This proof, therefore, of his 
prudence and circumſpection, for, from 


theſe ſhe rightly judged his pretended 


inclination to ſuch ſevere ftudy pro- 


ceeded, was far beyond her hopes, and 


afforded her the agreeable proſpect of 


ſeeing her family continue undivided 
by thoſe worſt of diſſenſions which 
are the hs of jealous rivalſhip. 


J uliana, 


Juliana, on the Contrary, could but 
ill diſguiſe her diſappointment and vex- 
ation. At firſt ſhe ſtrove to put on an 
air of indifference, ſaying, that cer- 
tainly if Harry liked better to be at 
Oxford than with them, he was per- 
feectly right to ſtay there; adding, with 

a forced ſmile, that it was a pity there 

were no convents in England; for ſhe 

thought the monaſtic life would ſuit 


him exactly; but upon Mary's aſking Ml 


Her, with ſome archneſs, if ſhe would 
Aike to take the veil, and chuſe him 
for her confeſſor, the colour height- 
ened in her cheeks, and notwithſtand- 
ing her utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs 
it, a tear gliſtened in her bright, down- 
caſt eyes; ſhe affected to ſearch in her 
work baſket as for ſomething ſhe had 
loſt; then riſing with as careleſs an air 
as the ſtrength of her emotions would 
Ig her . quitted the room. 
1 K. Mrs. 
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Mrs. Maitland had long ſuſpected 
that her fair ward entertained a conſi- 
derable degree of partiality for her 
youngeſt ſon ; her ſuſpicion was now 
confirmed beyond a poſſibility of doubt. 
Upon caſting her eyes towards Mrs. 
Clement, Mrs. Williams, and Mary, 
the inſtantly perceived their looks, 


which were all turned towards her, 


wore ſtrong expreſſions of the ſame 
idea; but the ſubject was too delicate 
for more than looks; and each reſum- 


ing the employment by which they 
| had before been occupied, a profound 


ſilence of conſiderable length enſued, 
which was-at laſt interrupted by Mary, 
who, riſing, ſaid ſhe would go and ſee 
what was become of her couſin, | 

Upon entering a drefling-room, 
which was common to both, the found 
poor Juliana with her face covered by 


| a handkerchief, which ſhe held in both 
her hands, and reclined againſt the 


V. arm 
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arm of a covered ſofa, upon which 
the ſat. What is the matter with my 
dear cuz? (ſaid ſhe, ſeating herſelf by 
the ſide of her diſconſolate friend ;) tell 
me what it is that diſtreſſes you; nay, 
rome (continued ſhe, ſceing ſhe rather 
turned more away,) you ſhall tell me 
what is the matter. Then putting one 
of her fair arms round the neck of 
our heroine, and gently drawing her 
Half reluctant face cloſe to her own; 
is my dear Juliana angry? (ſaid ſhe) 
have I done or ſaid any thing to hurt 
or offend. her? No, no, (replied our 

heroine, in a half-tender, half-peeviſh 
accent, ) how can you ſuppoſe that pol- | 
ble! Then (anſwered Mary,) you 
will not refuſe to tell me what it is 
that makes you uneaſy; do you not 
call me your ſiſter, your friend? If! 
have done nothing to forfeit theſe ten- 
der names, what can occaſion ſuch an 
unkind Fe" , Oey my dear Mary, 
| 1 8 0 
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(replied Juliana, embracing her couſin, 
and rechning her face upon her boſom,) 
would you have me tell you? Alas! I 
have nothing to reveal, but a humili- 
ating hiſtory of my own folly, and 


could that afford my friend, my ſiſter, 


any pleaſure ? It may at leaſt (replied 


Mary) lighten the oppreſſion under 


which I have the pain to ſee you 
ſtruggle; and is it not the duty of 


friendſhip to partake ſorrow as well as 


pleaſure? I can with perfect ſincerity 


aver, that I have never concealed a 
ſingle thought of my heart from you, 


have I not then a right to expect equal 


openneſs and confidence? It is eaſy 
(anſwered Juliana) to lay open our 


thoughts, when we are conſcious that 
they will bear the ſtricteſt examinations 
of reaſon, but when we have inſenſibly 
given them the liberty of wandering 


beyond the juſt bounds ſhe has pre- 


ſcribed, we fly to concealment as the 


1 only 
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only means that can enable us to en- 
dure our own folly : what we cannot 
ourſelves approve, it is naural that we 
ſhould wiſh to hide from thoſe we moſt 
eſteem. Nothing (replied Mary) can 


more ſtrangly prove the uſefulneſs, the 


neceſſity, of an unreſerved communi- 
cation between ſincere and virtuous 
minds, ſince it not only relieves that 
which is oppreſſed of much uneaſineſs, 
but is the beſt, and moſt effectual means | 
of checking, and correcting im proper 
Habits of thinking. which are the dan- 
gerous paths that lead to irregular con- 
duct. I am convinced that had I not 
acquired an early habit of diſcloſing 
every idea that roſe in my mind to my 
dear mother, I ſhould before this time 
have entertained a thouſand idle wiſhes 
and abſurd opinions; but of theſe I do 
not believe my Juliana capable: if I 
gueſs aright, her preſent uneaſineſs 


proceeds from an excels of delicacy, 
| | which 
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which repreſents the indulgence of ſen- 
fibility, even when guided 150 judg- 


ment, as a fault. 


Ah (exclaimed Juliana) 1 perceive 


my weakneſs has not <been concealed 


from you! Perhaps my aunt to—But. 
do not ſuppoſe it greater than it is. I 
have deceived myſelf, but being now 

awakened from the dream into which- 

too much vanity and ſelf-confidence- 


lulled me, I have little doubt of being. 


quickly able to efface the imꝑreſſion ĩt 
has made upon my mind; and the next 
time I meet your brother, I truſt it 

| ſhall be with an indifference at leaſt 


equal to his own. If you cannot muſ- 


ter a little more than that, (anſwered. 
Mary half ſmiling) I am afraid you 
will have no great things to boaſt of. 
What do you mean ? (exclaimed our 
heroine, the colour deepening in her 
cheek.) I know nor whether I ought. 
to explain my meaning or not, (an- 


„ {wered- 
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| ſwered Mary ;) my brother George is as 
near, and ſhould be as dear to me as 
Henry, and I cannot do juſtice to. the 
one, without injury to the other. With 
me you can never injure Sir George 
Maitland, (replied Juliana warmly;) my 
reſolutions with regard to him are im- 
moveably fixed. I ſhall not at his re- 
turn wait to be informed of his ſenti- 
ments; the Woodburn eſtate ſhall be 
his; I ſhall reſign it to him without a 
ſigh: if the half of my father's for- 
tune will not make me happy, the whole 
never can; and it is but juſt, that a 
proper proportion of the family eſtate 
| ſhould accompany the title, Which 
without ſuch a ſupport would be an 
inconvenient incumbrance. This is 
my abſolute determination, a determi- 
nation which has been fixed in my own 
mind for many months, and which 
nothing can alter; fo if you have 
have any (continued ſhe heſitating) 
| 4 | . ff 
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If I have any thing to ſay in favor of 
another (rejoined Mary) J am at liber ty 
to ſpeak ; but though I may be in no 

danger of doing George an injury by 
what I was about to ſay, perhaps in 
juſtice to you I ought to be ſilent. 
Henry, amiable and pleaſing as I allow 
him to be, is not a proper huſband for 
my dear Juliana; neither his fortune or 
rank in life Are what I regard (inter- 
rupted our Heroine :) were my fortune 
{mall I ſhould be cautious how I united 
myſelf to one in the ſame ſituation, 
unleſs we had both been accuſtomed to 
habits of living which required no 
more than we poſſeſſed; but if mine 
will not juſtify me in looking with in- 
difference upon that of a worthy and 
amiable - | 
Il perfectly underſtand you, my dear 

Juliana, (ſaid Mary ;) the ſentiment is 
worthy your good and generous heart. 
But what would the world lay to ſuch 
D 4 a mar- 
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a marriage? Would it not accuſe my 
mother of having ſacrificed your in- 
| tereſt to her own ambition? of having 
provided for both her ſons, by dividing 


your large fortune between them? c 


Where is the character ſq, excellent as 
to eſcape cenſure (cried Juliana warm- 
Iy) if my aunt's cannot? Will any 
| perſon who is acquainted with your 
brothers, any perſon at leaſt who is a 
judge of their merits, wonder that 1 
ſhould prefer the younger ? As for title 
it is what I ever regarded with the moſt 
perfect indifference, nay I muſt ac- 
knowledge, from a train of ideas which 
affection and reaſon as well as habit 
have aflociated in my mind, the appel- 
lation of Mrs. appears to me far more 
reſpectable than that of Lady Mait- 
land. But dear girl (continued ſhe, 
again half hiding her face in Mary's 
boſom) how am 1 running on! Have 
I not reaſon to believe that Henry re- 
+ gards 
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| cards me with the moſt perfect indif- 

ference ? nay, that he has obſerved my 

growing attachment, and generouſly 

fearing to diſturb my repoſe, by the in- 

creaſe his preſence would probably give 

to it, chooſes to abſent himſelf from 
the friends he moſt loves, rather than 
encourage an affection he feels it im- 

poſſible to return? ? 

If that were the only obſtacle to your 

union (cried Mary ſmiling) I believe it 
might pretty eaſily be renoved. I am 

_ confident that were Henry monarch of | 
the world, and had a conſort to chuſe 8 
out of all the ' beauties it affords, that 
choice would fall upon my dear Juliana. 
Do not flatter me Mary, (ſaid ſhe, half 
riſing with a faint bluſh ſpread over 
her lovely face.) Remember it is more 
in my power to conquer my attach- 
ment to your brother now, than it may 


be when it has been longer indulged. 
E but repeat (anſwered Mary) the 
D To * 
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very words I have heard him ſpeak ; 


though by repeating them, I offend | 
againſt the ſtrict charge he gave me never 


to mention to any one alive what I heard 


him ſay about you. I will never, ſaid 


he, (the very day before he left us laſt,) 
diſturb her happineſs by the Knowledge 


of my unfortunate love; nor will I, 
if poſſible, ever behold her again till 1 


can think with patience of calling her 
ſiſter. Happy + happy brother, then! 
continued he, preſſing his hands firſt | 
to his breaſt and then to his forehead; 


oh may he deſerve her, and then he will 


be happy indeed! Is it poſſible (cried 


Juliana) in a voice of mixed pleaſure 


and timidity, that you really heard him 
ſay this? Indeed I did (replied Mary,) 


and much more. I had often ob- 


ſerved him gazing at your picture 
which hangs in my mother's dreſſing 
room, with ſuch earneftneſs, that he 
ſeemed wholly to have forgotten there 


Was 
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IB was any thing elſe in exiſtence; and it 
was my rallying him upon one of theſe 
_ abſent fits, which firſt drew the ſecret 
from him. The reſolution (continued 
' ſhe) which he has made of continuing 
| at Oxford, did not at all ſurpriſe me; 
it was indeed exactly what I expected ; 
for I could hardly hope that in ſo 
ſhort a time, he could ſo far have con- 
quered his paſſion, as to be able to vier 
you with compoſure in the ſuppoſed 
character of a ſiſter. But ſo well had 
my dear diſſembler diſguiſed her 
thoughts, that the chagrin and diſ- 
appointment ſhe could not help ex- 
. preſſing upon that occaſion, firſt led 
me to ſuſpect that ſhe had ever en- 
tertained ſentiments in his favor more 
tender than thoſe I myſelf felt. Had 
you not made this confeſſion, dearly as 
I love him, nothing ſhould ever have 
prevailed upon me to have urged a ſin- 
die word i in his favor, even if he had 
| 2 requeſted 
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requeſted it, which was far from being 
the caſe; but ſince he is ſo happy as to 
merit in your eſteem ſo much good for- 
tune, tell me what 1 ſhall do. Shall I 
write to him? I will undertake that 
three lines ſhall bring him from the 
academic ſhade; and that one of your 
fweet ſmiles will baniſh from his mind 
every thought of a gown and caſſock, 
or even a mitre itſelf, - b, 
No, no, my dear Mary,( cried Juliana) 
let him paſs the ſummer according to 
his own plan; the affection that will 
not bear twelve months of abſence, will 
never endure an equal length of matri- 
„ Which I take to be the ſeverer 
teſt of the two. Next ſummer we 
mall probably meet at Furze-Hill, and 
I ſhall then be better qualified, I hope, 
to judge for myſelf. It will be particu- 
larly agreeable to me, toobſerve what ef- 
fect his endeavours to recover a ſtate of in. 


difference will have upon his mind and 
affections; 1 
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_ affections; you mult therefore pro- 


miſe me not to ſay a word that may 


induce him to ſee us again before that 
time, or lead him in the ſmalleſt degree 
to ſuſpect the regard I have acknow- 
ledged for him. But from my aunt 
(continued ſhe) I do not with my ſenti- 
ments to be concealed; I am certain, 
however her generoſity may reject, 
her judgment will approve my reſolu- 
tion, and that ſhe never will ſeriouſly 
wish me to prefer parade and ſuper- 
fluity to true honour and happineſs. 
So poor Henry muſt endure a whole 
year of hopeleſs conflict, (cried Mary) 
when five words might render him the 
happieſt man upon earth. It muſt 
certainly be as you think proper, and 
without your permiſſion he never ſhall 
from me receive the moſt diſtant inti- 
mation of his good fortune, But in- 
| deed my dear cuz muſt give me leave 
a think ſhe indulges a little female 


Tyr anny. 
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tyranny. You intirely miſtake my 
motive (replied our heroine ;) you can- 
not more than myfelf defpiſe that in- 
ſincere idle vanity, which you diſ- 
tinguiſh by the appellation of female 
tyranny. But ſurely I am not blame- 
able for endeavouring, by every poſſible 
means, to convince myſelf that I poſſeſs 
the ſettled affections of the man, upon 
whom I wiſh to beſtow my hand; and 
what the world ſeems to conſider as of 
ſtill more importance, my fortune. Let 
him therefore have an opportunity of 
doing every thing in-his power to con- 
quer an Irrel which he now be- 
Lieves to be fo ſtrong: if he ſucceeds | 
will endeavour to Follow his example; 
if otherwiſe, I ſhall have reaſon to look 
forward to as much happineſs as a ſtate 
of uncertainty is capable of affording. | 
What indeed can I deſire more than to | 
be the daughter of Mrs. Maitland, the | 
ſiſter of my dear Mary, and I'will ven- 


ture 
„ 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, 63 


ture to add, the wife of the moſt ami- 
able and pleaſing man in the world! 


Since I find, you ſo fixed, (ſaid Mary, 


pulling a ſmall letter-cafe out of her 
pocket,) and that J run. no hazard of 


hurting your future intereſts by 
ſtrengthening your attachment to my 
brother, I will venture to ſhew you. a+ 
ſonnet, which he wrote while he was 
laſt with us. If you do not admire it 
for the merit of the compoſition, it is 
at leaſt a ſtrong proof of his paſſion. 


He now courts that retirement, which 


in the beginning of his love he avoided; 


and like a true enamorato, drinks large 
draughts of the ſweet poiſon which 
kills his peace. But judge for yourſelf. 


So ſaying, ſhe preſented a ſmall paper 


to Juliana, upon which theſe lines were 
written. 1 | | 1 


E LE GIAC 


1 
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fi \ELEGIAC SONNET.. 

11 10 sour rupg. 

Wh | _ Silent tet of the 7115 tos 

; ü ; Friend of truth and virtue, hail! 

3 Oft, the woodland wilds among, 

if 1 woo thee with my ſweeteſt ſong ; ; 
1 Come, with gentle, fearleſs mien, | 
2 Chearful ſmile; and eye ſereneg | 
1 Well pleas'd, with Peace and thee I'll ore, | 
„% | Thro? tangled dell or moſſy grove: 

14 But when by ſorrow's load oppreſs'd, | 
at | When memory pains my trembling” breaft ; = . 
1 | Far from thy dangerous haunts 1˙¹¹ 11 i 
i Sad nurſe of Senſibility! 0 
| Leſt fond regret, and tender, pleaſing care, \ 
== Become diſtraction wild, or helpleſs, lorn deſpair. 

| © - tear which fell from the bright 

it eye of our heroine, was the only com- 

b _ pliment ſhe paid to this little perform- 

1 ance; and it is probable that had its 
author been ſecretly preſent, he would 


not have wiſhed for any other. She 
carefully folded : it up, and inſtead of 
returning 
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returning it to Mary, placed it in her 
own pocket-book. Then riſing with 
an expreſſion of much ſatisfaction dif- 
fuſed over her fine countenance, ſhe 
W ſaid, her aunt would wonder where 
they were; and taking hold of her 
couſin's arm, who ſince the little con- 
ſidential converſation which had paſſed _ 
between them, appeared more than ever 
her friend and ſiſter, they deſcended to- 
gether to the parlour; the heart of 
Juliana being much lighter than when 
W ſhe quitted it, and that of Mary quite 
delighted with the proſpect of felicity 
which awaited her favorite brother. 
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aft wh 


CHAPTER XVIL 


bes > 


THE PLAN COMPLETED. 


HE moment Mrs. Maitland re- 
tired to her dreſſing- room ſhe 
was followed by her Ader Who 
requeſting the favour of a few mo- 
ments private converſation with her, 
and telling James that ſhe would aſſiſt 
her mother to undreſs, as foon as 
they were alone, related all that had 
paſſed between her couſin and herſelf; 
concluding with ſaying, that ſhe 5 0 | 
her mother would not oppoſe an incli- 
nation which promiſed ſo much hap- 
pineſs to them all, but on the contrary 
forward an union which would be 
founded upon reaſon, ſentiment, and 
mutual affection, rather than one which 
could only have nu, and intereſt for 
its baſis. 
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Mrs. Maitland was ſilent a few mo- 
ments; then, addreſſing her daughter, 
| What you tell me, my dear, (ſaid ſhe) 
is no more than a confirmation of what 
have for ſome time paſt ſuſpected, 
and what the countenance and beha- 
viour of your couſin this morning put 
E almoſt beyond a doubt. am not in- Wy 
ſenſible to the great advantage and 
C happineſs which are likely to accrue to 
my family from hey perſeverance in the 
ET reſolution ſhe has formed; I know that 
from his temper, manners, and I fear 
| 1 muſt add diſpoſition and underſtand- 
ing, as well as affections, Henry de- 
ſerves her better than George; and 
that in an union between two young 
perſons fo uncommonly amiable, and 
lo ſtrongly attached to each other, every 
poſſible degree of human happinefs may 
be expected. Vet there is ſomething 
wrong, ſomething that withholds my 
conſent, which ſeems- to demand m 
oppolitzgns 
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oppoſition. She was proceeding, when 


the door gently opened, and with a 


half fearful, half reſolute air, our he- 


roine entered. 


What is it, ſaid the, (approaching 
Mrs. Maitland) that my dear aunt 
thinks it ſo neceſſary to oppoſe? not, 


I cruſt, the happineſs of her Juliana ! 


No, my love, (replied her aunt) that, 


could the means of inſuring it be clearly 


aſcertained, I would promote to the 


very utmaſt of my power. It may 
not be eaſy (anſwered Juliana) to aſcer- 


tain the means of happineſs, but its 


contrary may certainly be diſtinguiſh- 


ed. All that I have to requeſt of my 
dear more than mother, is, that ſhe 


will not preſs me to violate the ſenſe L 


feel of virtue, rectitude, and honour ; 
nor, for the ſake of poſſeſſing. what 


only the vain and ſordid part of the 


world account valuable, 'wiſh me to 


Gre up the ſatisfaction of actin g in. 
confor mity 


! 
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conformity to the dictates of my own 


heart, and the excellent precepts I have 


with ſo much pleaſure learned from 
her. Heaven forbid (replied Mrs. 
Maitland) that I ſhould preſs my dear 


child to act in oppoſition to that ſtrong 


ſenſe of right which I know her own 
excellent heart entertains! But I would 
not at preſent wiſh her to reſolve upon 


any thing, except a ſteady adherence 
to thoſe principles which have been ſo 


happily implanted. You are yet very 
young, and have ſeen too little of the 
world to judge by compariſon, the 
ſureſt way to judge the merits of any 


particular perſon. Vou have, in the 


courſe of next ſummer, promiſed to 


pay a viſit to your mother and Mrs. 


Mordant: Lady Harland and her 


daughters will expect the ſame com- 


pliment: at their houſes you will ſee 
a variety of perſons of all diſpoſitions 


and manners; you will meet with 


many 


: * 
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many admirers, many who will endes. 
vour to engage your affections, among 
whom you may poſſibly find ſome one 
more perfectly agreeable to you than 
any you have yet known. What, there. 
fore, I would requeſt of my dear Ju- 
Tana is, a promiſe that ſhe will take 
no reſolutions, or enter into any en- 
gagements whatever with any perſon, 
till ſhe has made this neceſſary experi- 
ment, without which ſhe can with no 
certainty judge even of her own fin- 
cerity, and ſtill leſs of what ſhe may 
hereafter eſteem amiable and pleafing. 
J I can eaſily promiſe (replied our he- 
roine, ſmiling) to make no new reſo- 
lutions: but I will, in every thing 
that lies within my power, be guided | 
by my dear aunt, and, without reſerve, 
give her my promiſe to comply with the 
latter part of her requeſt.— That (re- 
plied Mrs. Maitland) is all I aſk. Your 
own Wierd and delicacy will 
ſecure 


ſecure you from the misfortune of 
placing your affections upon an unwor- 
thy object; and I intirely agree with 


you, in thinking that, to a woman of 


your e Fre expectations, wor- 
E thineſs of mind, and agreeableneſs of 


manners, ſhould influence choice, ra- 
ther than rank or fortune; though J 


would wiſh you to pay a proper regard 


to both, not ſo much tor their own 
value, as the proofs they enable their 


poſſeſſors to give of diſintereſted at- 


tachment. Had your inclinations co- 
incided with the wiſh of your father, 


it would have given me great ſatisfac- 
tion; but, as that is not the caſe, I 


ſhall never urge you to what muſt ren- 
der you unhappy : for it hath ever been 
my opinion, that, if there is in the 


courſe of human events one more pro- 


ductive of miſery than another, it is 


a marriage void of efteem and affec- 


tion, Yet do not (continued Mrs. 
Maitland) 
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Maitland) imagine that I believe ro- 
mantic love neceſſary to conjugal feli- 
city ; on the contrary, I have obſerved 
that it generally deſtroys rational hap. 
pineſs, by raiſing expectations which 
humanity is not calculated to realize. 
I think-thoſe marriages molt likely to 
be comfortable, where there is a cer- 
tain equality or balance of advantages, 
fo as to leave neither parties unreturn- WM + 
ably obliged to the other. Such obli- n 
gations oftener diſguſt than endear; o 
we ſeldom, in marriage, ſee affection Wl 
the offspring of gratitude. 4 
Juliana fighed, kiſſed her aunt with 0 
#hal affection, and ſaying ſhe would re 
not longer intrude upon her repoſe, Mfe 
quitted the apartment and retired to ic 
her own, where in a few minutes ſhe Na 
was joined by Mary. Little paſſed be- Ms} 
tween them, our heroine being too by 
delicate to begin upon the ſubject near- ſni 
eſt to her heart, and unable to ſpeak Mo 
bs — a. 


—_— Aa 
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on any other; and her couſin having 


been requeſted by Mrs. Maitland to 


indulge her as little in ſuch kind of 
converſations as poſſible. This reſtraint, 
however, could not long continue be- 
| tween two young perſons who intirely 
loved each other, and had from in- 
fancy been accuſtomed to unreſerved 
C intimacy and confidence. Our heroine, 
though poſſeſſed of the trueſt refine- 
ment of heart and ſentiment, had little 
Jof that falſe delicacy which repreſents 
@ ſincerity as a breach of propriety. Her 
E diſpoſition was of the moſt frank and 
© open kind, and as her every wiſh was 
regulated by honour and rectitude, ſhe 
felt no fear of diſcovery, being con- 
Eſcious of no thought which would cauſe 
a bluſh upon the cheek of purity itſelf. 


he believed herſelf ſincerely beloved 


by Henry, and that it was impoſſible 
ſhe could ever meet with another who 
ould in any degree intereſt her affec- 
Vo“. II. 9 1 
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tions. She wiſhed to be the daughter 
of Mrs. Maitland, the ſiſter of her be- 


loved Mary; and thought that, next i 
to literally obeying the will of her de- 


ceaſed father (which ſhe knew he would 
not have wiſhed her to do at the ex. 


pence of her future happineſs) ſhe ; 
ſhould comply with the ſpirit of it, by 


dividing her large fortune between ne. 
phews whom he had ſo long loved, and 


conſidered as his own ſons. The great. 
neſs of that fortune made her feel 2 
kind of merit, in throwing off a part 
of the reſerve, which, had Henry, in 


that particular, been her equal, ſſe 


would have thought it neceſſary to a. 
ſume; and if at any time the delicacy 
of her mind alarmed her with appre- 


henſions of having too plainly acknow 
ledged her attachment, ſhe was com- 


forted by reflecting, that the merit off 
tits object, their early intimacy, his de- 
— alcRion, and her uncommon| 

regard 
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regard for, and obligations to, his ex- 


cellent mother, all tended to excule a 


more than ordinary degree of open- 


neſs: but this openneſs was confined 
to her aunt and couſin, to every other, 


even to Mrs, Williams, who poſſeſſed 


much of her affection and confidence, 
the moſt confirmed prude could not 
be more reſerved. 

Notwithſtanding the long ſummer 


day and winter evening were apparent- 


ly rendered ſhort by the attention 


which our heroine and her couſin 


paid to the means of improvement, 


which their preſent place of reſidence 


afforded, they began, as the ſeaſon ad- 


vanced, to ſigh for thoſe innocent and 


rational pleaſures which their former 


one had beſtowed, Mrs. Maitland 


likewiſe would often expreſs the ſatis- 
faction which the thoughts of return- 


ing to Furze Hill afforded her. She 


had completed ſeveral plans of improve- 
E 2 | ment 
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ment which had been projected by her 
huſband, the remembrance of whom, 
though attended with leſs pain, ap- 
| peared every day to become more and 
more dear to her. She loved every 
ſpot for which he had expreſſed any de- 
gree of fondneſs; felt a particular ſa- 
tisfaction in viſiting the cottages which 
he had built, in obſerving the growth 
of the trees which he had planted, or 
in converſing with thoſe perſons who 
had enjoyed moſt of his intimacy. Her 
regret, inſtead, as is commonly the 
caſe, of driving her from every ob- 
ject which brought to her remembrance 
thoſe days of happineſs, the loſs of 
Which occaſioned it, endeared them to 
her heart; and thoſe affections which 
are ſometimes uſeleſsly buried in the 
grave of a beloved perſon, or {till often- 
Er diſſipated upon forced, unintereſt- 
ing amuſements, were, in her, divided 
between thoſe whom nature and duty 
11 had 
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| had given a right to ſhare them ; and 
the return they made to her maternal 
cares and tenderneſs, together with the 
moſt pleaſing of all reflections, that of. 
being uſeful to thoſe moſt dear to her, 
had ſoothed her mind into ſuch a ſtate: 
of tranquil peacefulneſs, as enabled 
her to enjoy every calm and rational 
enjoyment. 7 7 
Mary had ſeveral favorites at Furze- 
Hill, who ſhe feared might ſuffer by 
her long abſence. She had an aviary, 
in which a conſiderable number of 
beautiful little muſicians inhabited 
the feeding of whom, and contriving 
every poſſible means of rendering their 
_ confinement eaſy and pleaſant, was one 
of her moſt agreeable amuſements. 
The green-houſe was likewiſe under 
her particular direction; and ſhe had 
left it full of the fineſt as well as moſt 
numerous collection of plants that the- 
neighbourhood could boaſt, She was 
| - E-3 - 47 nl 
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the patroneſs of a conſiderable number 


of bees; and by means of boxes, which 
were made to communicate with each 
other, obtained a conſiderable quan- 


tity of their delicious ſtores, without 


injury to its careful and induſtrious 
gatherers. She was very attentive to 
ſupply the quarter of the garden, in 
which they were placed, with a pro- 
fuſion of aromatic herbs and flowers; 


and would often ſtand, without the 


leaſt fear of being moleſted, to obſerve, 


The finging maſon building roofs of gold, 
The civil citizen kneading up the honey, 
The poor mechanick porters crowding in 
Their heavy burthens at the narrow gate. 


As for Juliana, ſhe was not ſo fond 


of what is commonly called favorites 
as her couſin, though ſhe derived much 
pleaſure from all Mary's employments. 
She was generally uſed to accompany 
her when ſhe went to feed her birds, 

| or 
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or rect the watering of her greens ; 3 
and had ſown many a bed of mignionet 
for the benefit of the bees, though ſhe 
was not fond of truſting herſelf very 
cloſe to their hives. She was not, 
however, without her pets; there were 
two or three pretty little ſenſible chil- 
dren, belonging to ſome of the neigh- 
bouring cottagers, whom ſhe had taken 
under her entire protection; for whoſe 
| maintenance, clothes and ſchooling ſhe 
regularly provided. She likewiſe al- 
lowed a falary to a decent old man and 
woman, who were better than com- 
monly qualified for the tafk, to inſtruct 
all the children who were regularly 
ſent upon Sundays, and a certain num- 
ber every day. She gave the conftant- 
Sunday ſcholars a comfortable. warm. 
new dreſs the beginning of every win- 
ter, conſiſting of a jacket and two 
petticoats of cloth, with-the. materials 
to manufacture, which . ſhe had fur- 
3 niſhed 
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niſhed their parents, as well as paid 
them the uſual price for their labour. 
To the others, who were called Miſs 
Maitland's ſcholars, ſhe gave two ſuits 
of the ſame, kind, one to be worn in 
ordinary, the other to be kept clean 
for Sundays, not chuſing to diſtin- 
guiſh them from the reſt by any ſupe- 
riority of appearance, leſt it ſhould 
create vanity ; that ſeed ſo eaſily ſown, 
and ſo quickly matured in the breaſt 
of ignorance. She had drawn up a 
code of laws to be adminiſtered in this 


| little ſociety, of which ſhe conſidered 


herſelf as the head, and the regulation 
of which- had taken up much of her 


attention. Though at her quitting the 


country, ſhe had left the ſtrifteſt and 
moſt exact orders concerning it, ſhe 
feared to find it relaxed in its diſcipline, 
and leflened in its uſefulneſs ; and of- 


ten declared, ſhe longed to return to 


Furze- Hill, if it were only to ſuper- 
intend 
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:ntend her ſchool. But ſhe had other 


motives for wiſhing that return; mo- 
| rives which were almoſt concealed from 
herſelf. 
|S The long vacation was approaching 3 
and in a few months after its com- 
mencement, ſhe would be at age; a 
| ſeaſon, to the arrival of which, few 
who expect to poſſeſs eight thouſand 
| pounds a year, feel any very ſtrong 
objection. She could not, however, 
look forward to the diſpoſal of it with- 
out apprehenſion ; as the time of trial 
drew near, ſhe began to doubt of what 
had before appeared certain; ſhe began 
to think it was very probable, that her 
couſin had, before that time, intirely 
overcome the tranſient liking he had 
conceived for her: ſometimes ſhe 
| would blame her own folly in riſking 
the loſs of what was ſo valuable to her, 
when ſhe might, poſſibly, have pre- 
ſerved it, by — his ſiſter to 
N E 35 afford 
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afford him juſt ſuch a degree of hope 
as would have ſerved to feed an at- 
tachment, which ſhe feared was too 
weak to ſubſiſt upon itſelf: At others, 
The would congratulate herfelf upon the 
ſecrecy ſhe had enjoined and preſerved, 
and rejoice in the reflection, that what- 
ever ſhe ſuffered in her own heart, that 
heart alone was acquainted with thoſe 
_ ſufferings; for though ſhe had not 

ſcrupled to acknowledge a regard for 
her couſin Henry to his mother and 
ſiſter, who ſhe had always conſidered 
as her own, ſhe believed ſhe never had 
diſcovered half the ſtrength of her af- 
fections ; ſhe never had confefled that 

her happineſs depended upon the re- 

turn he made to that regard, or that 
the chiefly valued her large fortune, as 
it might contribute to render her more 
acceptable to him and his family. Theſe, 


indeed, were truths which her tongue 


had never declared; but her voice, her 
ä 5 countenance, 


* 
1 
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IM countenance; her filence, had a thou- 
and times proclaimed them; and thefe 
> WM cxpreflive informers fpoke x language 
„ which thoſe who beſt loved her, and 
were moft intimately acquainted with 
„mae deficate fincerity of her diſpoſition, 
. welt underſtood. . 

t Mrs. Maittand and y were ſcarce 
: leſs anxious than herfelf for the event 
t of circumſtances, upon which the hap- 
j pineſs of porſons they ſo much loved, 
] 
1 


ſo greatly depended. They had littfe | 
doubt of Henry's continued attach- 
ment to a woman ſo every way formed 


K to inſpire and preferve eſteem and af 
b fection, but deſirous as they were of - 
promoting every thing that might in- - 


LW fare, or contribute to his future feli- 
city, they could hardly think them- : 
ſelves juſtified in wiſhing her to retain - 

a partiality, which would fubject her to 
ſuch a loſs of fortune, and deprive herr 
= of the rank and conſequence i in life, 

E 6 which 
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which that, together with her beauty, 
underſtanding, and accompliſhments, 
gave her ſo juſt a right to expect. 
- Thus uncertain, not only of future 
events, but even of their preſent i 
withes, Mrs. Maitland and her fair 
wards, from all theſe motives, waited 
with impatience for the time they had, 
by mutual conſent, appointed for their 
return to Furze-Hill; that time, which 
was the beginning of April, at length 
arrived. The objects which had ſo I 
long detained them from it were fully 
accompliſhed ; not maternal anxiety it- 
ſelf could form a deſire beyond the taſte, 
| elegance, and eaſe, with which the 
amiable couſins executed all theſe 
branches of polite female education, 
upon which ſo much, in the preſent 
day, is thought to depend. Their ac- 
_ quirements did not, however, ſtop at 
ordinary degrees of excellence; on the 
4 Wap, what the generality of young 
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people account their higheſt attain- 
ments, were conſidered by them only 
as pleaſing, ſuperficial decorations, hav- 
ing been early taught to eſteem the 
cultivation of manners, underſtanding, 
and diſpoſition, as a taſk of much 
oreater difficulty and importance than 
that of what the modern world ſtiles 
accompliſhments. Thoſe excellences, 
the reputation of which ſo many, by 
parade and pretence, endeavour to at- 
tain, were by them really poſſeſſed; 

and that noble, unaffected ſimplicity 
of heart, which at once digniſied and 


ſoftened their every word and action, 


added to their other charms a pleaſing 
attractive ſingularity, which the mo- 
ment they appeared, never failed to 
diſtinguiſh them from thoſe common 

| beauties, whoſe taſte extends no fur- 

| ther than the adornment of their per- 
ſons, and whoſe knowledge is confined 
to 
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to the faſhonable topic of the day, and 


an exact acquaintance with the re- 
ceived forms and neweſt innovations 
of etiquet. * 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
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THE RE TURN, 


HE pleafure which we derive. 
from inanimate objects, is great- 
er than the vanity of many will allow 
them to acknowledge. Men may be 
ſtiled citizens of the world, and value 
themfelves upon a perfect freedom from 
all local prejudices and attachments; 
but few can diveſt their minds of a 
certain partial fondneſs, either for the 
Place of their birth, where they have 
ſpent 
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ſpent the days of youthful freedom 
and activity, or enjoyed the more ma- 
tured pleaſures of ſocial communica- 


tion or philoſophic eaſe. There is ſome 


place or other upon which almoſt every 
man thinks with particular ſatisfaction! 
or regret, according to the circum- 
ſtances of his removal from it, the pro- 
bability of his return, or the changes 
of things and perſons it may have un- 
dergone fince thoſe events took place, 
which firſt ſtamped its image upon 
his remembrance. Furze Hill was this 
favourite ſpot in the minds of Mrs. 
Maitland, her daughter, and our he- 
roine, who, as they drew near to it, 
felt ſenſations not eafily to be deſcribed. 
The pleaſure of the former was ſtrong- 
ly tinctured with a ſorrowful remem- 
brance, which in ſpite of her natural 
firmneſs and reſigned piety, would 
| ſometimes diſturb that equality of mind 
for which ſhe was remarkable. Theſe 
. uneaſy 
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uneaſy moments were however of ſhort 
continuance; that piety and reſigna« 
tion, though they did not raiſe her 
above humanity, calmed its diſcon- 
tents, and ſoftened all the numerous 
pains and diſappointments which, in 
the moſt eligible, as well as the moſt 
depreſſed ſituation, it is heir to. 
Juliana was divided between ſecret 
hope and fear, of what would be the 
conſequence of her return. She con- 
ſidered the events of the approaching 
ſummer as what were to fix her future 
happineſs, or ſubject her to uneaſineſfſs 
and vexations, which would require the 
utmoſt exertion of her pride and reſo- 
lution to conquer. As for Mary, her 
expectations were all of the pleaſure- 
able kind; her mind, perfectly at eaſe, 
and free from the apprehenſions of 
evil, was open to the perception of 
every delight: not a pleaſing view, a 
ſaug cottage, or a well-formed tree, 
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was paſſed without furniſhing matter 
for her obſervation, and the chearful- 
neſs of her diſpoſition diſſipated the 
gloom which frequently clouded that 
of her fellow travellers. By her aſ- 
ſtance, they all arrived at Furze Hill 
in good ſpirits. They had flept one 
night upon the road, and arrived at 
the end of their journey the following 
evening, where they found every thing 
in the higheſt ſtate of preparation, and 
completely ready for their reception. 
| \.. The following morning was by each 


devoted to inquiries concerning the 


particular objects of their attention. 
Mrs. Maitland had the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing all her plantations in the moſt 
healthful and thriving ſtate, and the 


ſmall ornamented farm that ſurrounded 


her houſe, of which, it having been 
intirely laid out by her huſband, ſhe 


was extremely fond, in the higheſt 


ſtate of cultivation and beauty that 
TR we 


% RT AWD ISABELLA. 
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the ſeaſon would admit of. She next 
began to inquire into the ſtate of her 
neighbourhood, by which my readers 
wilt poſſibly expect to hear that ſhe 
aſked, If Lady Fanciful was recovered 
from the nervous diforder under which 


ſhe had ſo long laboured? If Miſs 


Bloomfield was married ? Whether the 
quarrel between Sir Fretful Fickle and 
Mr. Greenwood was yet made up? If 
Mr. Parapet had finiſhed his new 
houſe? or Lord Gloſsly completed the 
fine piece of water he was making 
when the left the country? But not 
one of theſe intereſting circumſtances 
had yet occurred to her memory ; her 
preſent attention was engaged by a dif- 
ferent rank of acquaintance. Her firſt 
queſtion was, Whether old Jane, one 
of the moſt ancient women in the 
country, was ftill ahve? Whether ſhe 
enjoyed the fame good ſtate of health 
the was accuſtomed to? and if her 

houſe- 
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houſekeeper had regularly given her 
che weekly allowance ſhe had aſſigned 
for her during her abſence? If another 
poor woman who had, a few days be- 
fore ſhe left the country, been the'mo- 
ther of twins, had been able to rear 
| them ; and if the things ſhe had order- 
ed to be made for them were properly 
done, and made large enough? Whe- 
ther the two idiot children of another 
poor family were ſtill living; and if 
their parents appeared fatisfied with 
the ſum ſhe had directed to be paid 
monthly for their maintenance? In 
ſhort, the fick, the maimed, the blind, 
| the aged, and every one, within the 
ſphere of her influence, who could be 
properly ranked among the unfortu- 
nate, felt the comfortable effects of her 
benevolence, and were endeared to her 
by the power ſhe poſſeſſed of ſerving 
| them. Her inquiries were ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded by viſits which ſhe paid round 
ET the 
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92 
the neighbourhood, accompanied by 
| her fair young friends. They never 
left the habitation where induſtry re- 
ſided, without encouraging its exer- 
tions; or withdrew thetaſelves from 
ſcenes of diſtreſs, till they had in-ſome 
degree ſoothed and relieved thoſe that 
ſuffered under its prefſure. 
Juliana, beſides the general object: 
of her kindneſs and liberality, was 
particularly intereſted in her ſchool, 
which ſhe had the ſatisfaction to find 
had been conducted by the ſuperinten- 
dants with the ſtricteſt regard and ad- 
herence to the rules and directions ſhe 
had left for their regulation ; that her 
{cholars behaved as well, and improved 
as faſt, as ſhe could reaſonably expect; 
and that ſhe had every cauſe to hope 
that the inſtitution would, in its ef- 
ects, be extenſively uſeful to the whole 
country. 


Prot 


. 
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poor Mary was the only one who, 
| ſuffered any conſiderable diſappoints. 


ment in her expectations. Her birds 
were half deſtroyed from the ſeverity 
of the laſt winter; few that were not 


natives of the climate, or of one ſub- 
| jet to equal degrees of cold, being 
left alive. Her green-houſe had equally 


ſuffered from the ſame cauſe; many of 


the plants which the accounted moſt 


valuable being dead, and a ſull-greater 


number making a very bare and rag- 
ged appearance. Nor had her bees 


eſcaped the general depredation; ſhe 
found the greateſt part of the * 


empty. 
As few of the neighbouring families 


ſpent their winters in the country, the 


inhabitants of Furze Hill were for near 
two months almoſt wholly uninter- 
| rupted, by that moſt impertinent of all 


intruſions upon thoſe who know how 


to diſpoſe of time, common place viſt- 
tants. 
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tants. As May advanced, the gayeſ 
appearance of nature began to clothe 
every tree and ſhrub; the fields put 
forth a ſoft and verdant carpet, more 
beautiful to the ſight, and delicately 
ſoft to the tread, than the richeſt which 
the looms of Perſia afford. Every 
hedge exhaled the ſweeteſt perfume, 
and the: melodious thruſſi, with ſound; 
of liquid ſoftneſs, ſeemed to celebrate 
the returning ſeaſon of gladneſs. Even 
luxury itſelf, that deſtroyer of taſte, 
feeling and enjoyment, perceived its 
inchanting influence; the cities open- 
ed wide their gates, and the gilded 
coaches which were wont to rattle from 
ſtreet to ſtreet, now roll in a cloud of 
duſt through the turnpike road, bear- 
ing the half worn- out ſons and daugh- 
ters of diſſipation from their beloved 
winter haunts, where fatigue is miſ- 
taken for pleaſure, folly for ſpirit, im- 
——— for wit, pretence for infor- 
| mation ) 


ſearch of nature; to the enjoyment of 


which every Sung: that is exactly op · 


poſite to their dii nnn 
body is neceflary. . - 
Mrs. Maitland and het emily b 


enjoyed the beauties that ſurrounded 


reaſon and virtue, were in uniſon with 
nature, and made a part of that de- 


lightful whole, which, joining in one 
great chorus of praiſe and thankful - 


neſs to its bountiful, Creator, angels 
may behold with benignant pleaſure, 
and, allowing for errors and eee 


fections, pronounce it good. 


This calm ſtate of enjeymgent 3 was 
— ſoon interrupted. They were 


returned one ſine evening from Burnet 


Lodge, where the eldeſt brother of 


Mrs. Maitland (the old gentleman hav- 
ing been ſome years dead) and a very 


PC 


whom 
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whom he had married, then reſided ; 
when Juliana's maid preſented a letter 


to her lady, and a note to her aunt, 
ſaying they were brought by a ſervant 


of Sir George Maitland's, who was 


then in the houſe waiting their com. 
mands. She added, that he told her 


his maſter had, by appointment, met 
Mr. Mordant's family at Paris, where 


he had ſpent the winter, and that they, 
together with Lady Maitland, were all 


1 ſafely arrived at Mordant-Place. 


his winter in Paris inſtead of Rome, 
where he had informed her it was his 
intention to reſide during its continu- 


many months ſooner than he had re- 


ſolved to do, when he quitted Eng- 
land, and giving vp an object of ſo 
much pleaſure as a tour through 

1 to the performance of 


which 


Mrs. Maitland was ſomewhat fur: 
prized to hear that her ſon had ſpent | 


ance; as likewiſe at his returning ſo I 


a 8 _— 


+ Ono 4 4 !. on 
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a 


which ſhe knew he had deſtined the 
three next months. She opened his 
letter, expecting to be acquainted with 
his motives for this change of plan, 
but found that it contained a mere en- 


quiry after her health, and a promiſe 
of waiting upon her as ſoon as he could 
poſſibly diſengage - himſelf from the 


| Mordants, with whom he purpe- 
ſed to ſay only a few days longer. 


Juliana's letter was from Lady Mait- 


land, claiming, in the name of herſelf 
| and friends, the viſit ſhe had engaged 
to give them that ſummer; and preſ- 
| ling that, if nothing particular ren- 
dered it inconvenient, ſhe would fa- 


vour them with her company that very 


week, as Mrs. Mordant had ſome en- 
| cagements towards the latter part of 
the ſummer, which would put it out 
of her power to receive her. 


Our heroine readily conſented to 


attend her mother at the time ſhe 
Vo“. IL. F FT - | 1e 
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requeſted, having no engagements 
which would make one part of the ſum. 
mer preferable to another for ſuch z 
purpoſe ; and ſhe was not ſorry, by 
paying this viſit ſo early, to prevent: 
probability of being abſent during any 
part of the approaching vacation. Mrs, 
Maitland could not help obſerving, 
that it was rather extraordinary in Lady 
Maitland to appoint the very time for 
her daughter's viſit to Mordant Place, 
which Sir George purpoſed to ſpend at 
Furze-Hill. She poſſeſſed much pene- 
tration, and could not help ſuſpecting 


that deſign, not accident, had planned 


the arrangement; to which however 
ſhe made no objection, reſolving to let 
things take their own courſe, being 
too well acquainted with Juliana's re. 

| ſolution and ſincerity of diſpoſition, 
to believe that any conſiderable change 
would take place in her intentions and 


future conduct, from the circumſtances i 
> + 
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| of a viſit ſhe appeared little diſpoſed to 
prolong, or even to make at all, could 
ſhe have declined it with propriety. 


Mrs. Maitland returned, in anſwer 


to her ſon's note, an aſſurance of the 


ſatisfaction it would give her to ſee 
him, and a congratulatory compliment 
to the friends he was then with, upon 


their ſafe return from the Continent. 


Juliana's letter to her mother likewiſe 


contained a ceremonial congratulation 
of the ſame kind, and a promiſe to at- 


tend her and Mrs. Mordant upon one 


of the firſt three days in the following 


week. This mode of fixing the time 


| of her viſit ſhe choſe, as ſhe thought 
| it would afford her an opportunity of 
leaving Furze-Hill upon the very day 


on which Sir George Maitland arrived 


| at it ; wiſhing, by this means, to con- 


vince him, that her ſociety could not 


| be leſs defired by him than was his by 
ber. She gave directions to her maid 


' & and 
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and footman to have every thing i In 
readineſs for her departure at an hour's 
notice; and when Monday arrived, ſhe 
waited with ſome impatience. for his 
appearance, in order to give him this 
proof of her perfect indifference. The 
day, however, paſſed without his ar- 
rival, and the evening of the next ap- 
' proached. Mrs. Maitland began to 
think that he had, in ſome degree, re- 
collected himſelf, and that he waited 
at Mordant-Place till ſhe came, fearing 
to loſe the opportunity of ſeeing her, 
by quitting it the ſame day upon which 
ſhe might begin her journey to it. 
Juliana would, by no means, ſuppoſe 
this; ſhe was rather inclined to believe, 
that he meant to pay her the very com- 
pliment ſhe intended for him, by leav- 
ing the houſe upon the day on which 
= ſhe entered it. They Were debating 
this point, when Sir George's travelling 
chaiſe drove to * dor and they {aw 
| him 
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nim alight, accompanied by a hand- 
ſome faſhionable young man, whoſe 
ſtriking reſemblance to his family, ren- 
dered the announcement of his name 


unneceſſary. 


Sir George and his companion ſtopped 
ſome minutes at the door, giving di- 


rections to their ſervants, before they 


entered, not expreſſing any of that 
vulgar impatience to ſee mothers, ſiſters, 
aunts and couſins, about which, in the 
days of our anceſtors, ſuch a fuſs was 
made. The Baronet at length ad- 


vanced, and ſaluted his mother with 
an air of graceful reſpect; then turn- 
ing towards our heroine and Mary, 


In theſe young ladies (ſaid he) I ap- 


prehend I am. juſtified in claiming a 
ſiſter and couſin, but I muſt acknow- 
ledge myſelf defective in inſtinct, as 
well as memory; for ] proteſt I do not, 
at this moment, recollect which of 
i them I ought to addreſs by the neareſb 
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title of conſanguinity. You muſt then 


permit me, my love, (faid Mrs. Mait- 


land) to renew Sir George's recollection, 
This is Miſs Maitland, Sir, (continued 


the, taking hold of Juliana's hand ;) 
I believe you are among the firſt who 
have ever known, and afterwards for- 


gotten her. Sir George coloured a 
little at this reproof from a mother, 
whoſe conduct and underſtanding de- 
manded his eſteem ; and the unaffected 
dignity of whoſe manners, forced at- 
tention from modern inſenſibility it- 
ſelf. Inſtantly recovering, however, 
that apparent caſe, without which 


what is commonly called a man of fa- 


ſhion would be a mere nothing, he 
bowed to our heroine with a halt care- 


leſs, half reſpectful air, and turning 
to Mary, ſaid, I need not then wait 


for an introduction to you; the title of 
brother is, I truſt, a ſufficient one. I 


waged to be offended, replied Mary, 


(drawing 


— 


pate, DO 
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(drawing herſelf up with a ſtately air) 
at your entire forgetfulneſs, and in- 
form you, that it is the firſt time I was 
ever miſtaken for your ſiſter; if, upon 
2 ſecond view, you can ſee no differ- 
ence which ought to diſtinguiſh us 
from each other, I forgive your error, 
and will join in the laugh which 1 pre- 
ſume Mrs. Maitland intended to raiſe 
at your expence. Mrs. Maitland, im- 
mediately perceiving her daughter's 
deſign, ſaid, with a ſmile, And were 
you really deceived George? Is it poſ- 
ſible that leſs than three years can ſo 
wholly have obliterated Miſs Maitland 


and Mary from your remembrance, 


that you can really have taken the one 
for the other? Had poor Juliana and 
[ ſet our hearts upon your retaining a 
very lively idea of us, (cried our he- 
roine) how great would have been our 
diſappointment! Would you not have 


been a little affected, if you had ſeen 


F 4 us 


104 HENRY/AND ISABELLA, 


us burſt into tears | ? Oh, no, (exclaimed | 
Mary) my couſin is too much the man 
of ton for that; a modern man, who 

feels any thing, is no longer a modern 
man. Then (anſwered Juliana) I pro- 
nounce that Sir George is no longer 
one; for I will venture to pronounce, 
that he feels ſurpriſe and vexation at 

this moment. | 

It was, indeed, eaſy to perceive that 
the Baronet felt both in a conſiderable 
degree. He had taken it 1nto his head, 
before his leaving England, to conſider 
his couſin and ſiſter as little better than 
mere country girls; and the accounts 
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iſ he had lately received of them from 
| Lady Maitland and the Mordants, hav- 
l ing confirmed this opinion, and rather 
1} led him to expect to find what he choſe | 
2H to call their ruſticity increaſed © than 
| | leſlened, nothing could be more un- 
looked for than the ſatirical gaiety with 


*** he had been received by them, 
* 2 
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and the eaſy manner in which his ab- 

ford affectation had been ridiculed. 
Mrs. Maitland obſerving his mortifica- | 
tion, took hold of her daughter's hand, 
and preſenting her to him, You muſt 
pardon this fally of your ſiſter's, George, 
(ſaid ſhe;) had you acted as your own - 
good ſenſe ſhould have directed, you 
would have eſcaped the mortification of 
becoming an object of ridicule to two 
young perſons, who being above af- 
fectation themſelves, cannot, without 
a mixture of pity and contempt, view 
it in another. This ſpeech, which 
was delivered with a mixture of mild- 
neſs and ſpirit, did not tend to decreafe 
Sir George's embarraſſment ; nor was 
he more' relieved, when Mary, hold- 
ing out her hand with a ſmile, cried, 
Pardon me, my dear brother; I knew, 
by the firſt glance of your eye, that 
you perfectly recollected me, and 
. your pretended forgetfulneſs was 
ith F 5 1 only 
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only an act of ſelf humiliation, per- 
formed in compliance with a modern 


notion, that the more numerous our 


natural defects are, the nearer we ad- 
vance to the attainment of excellence. 
As Mary is polite enough to beg your 
pardon, (rejoined Juliana) I will be fo 
gracious as to extend mine to you be- 


fore you aſk, or poſſibly even wiſh for 
it; and aſſure you, that ſo far from 


being ſurpriſed to find that your me- 
mory is ſo much impaired, by having 
lately made the grand tour, I ſhould 
not wonder to hear that you were very 
nearly blind, deaf, and lame. Come, 
come, (cried Mrs. Maitland) you have 
made Sir George pay ſufficiently dear 
for one piece of folly, and we forget 
that he is not the only ſtranger we have 
to receive. You have not yet favored 
ns with the name of your friend, (con- 
tinued ſhe, turning to her ſon) but his 
countenance renders ſuch a ceremony 

Fa. unneceſſary; 
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unneceſſary ; and I believe we may, 
without heſitation, addrefs him by that 
of Mordant. 

The young ſtranger Re with 
much reſpect, ſaying, he was particu- 
larly happy in attending Sir George 
Maitland, to have the honour of being 
introduced to a family, with the report 
of whoſe excellences he was already ſo 
much charmed. More, perhaps, (faid 
Juliana, ) to whom the latter part of the 
ſpeech had been particularly addreſſed, 
than the reality will juſtify. I fear 
not, madam, (anſwered Mr. Mordant) 
with a ſoftened voice and look. 
Tou muſt particularly allow me to 
introduce Mordant to you, Miſs Mait- 
land, (ſaid Sir George, recovering from 
his late embarraſſment) not only as my 
friend, but your own relation, Ju- 
liana curteſied ; ; and Mr. Mordant de- 
livered an obliging meſſage from Lady 
Maitland, his mother and ſiſter, by 
. _ which 
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which they all joined in requeſting that 
ſhe would not forget the right ſhe had 
given them of expecting to ſee her the 


next day. She replied, that it was her 


intention to attend them at that time; 


adding, that ihe meant to ſet out be- 


fore ſix in the morning, as ſhe under- 
ſtood it was rather a long day's journey, 


and was not fond of ſleeping at an inn. 
She had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when 


Sir George turning half round upon 
his chair, in a reclining attitude, which 
he meant ſhould be graceful, ſaid he 


was very unfortunate in having ap- 
pointed the time for his viſit at Furze - 
Hill, which he was to ſpend at Mor- 


dant-Place: to which ſhe replied, with 


the moſt unintereſted indifference, that 


ſhe underſtood his intention of reſiding 
ſome weeks with his mother, at the 


time ſhe fixed her going to Mordant- 
Place; adding, that ſhe ſhould ſtay 
with more ſatisfaction, from knowing 


that 


—O 
HENRY AND ISABELLA 109 


that his company would make Mrs. 
| Maitland amends for the loſs _ one of 
1 n 2 1-24 
The eyes of Mr. Moedaugs _— 
had ſcarce been take off Juliana's face 
fince he entered the room, brightened 
at this reply, and he appeared to enjoy 
the Baronet's mortification, which, in 
ſpite of his utmoſt endeavours to the 
contrary, was viſible in his countenance, 
He addreſſed almoſt his whole diſcourſe 
to our heroine; told her how impa- 
tiently his family looked for her ar- 
rival; related many particulars of what 
happened to him while abroad, where 
he had been more than four years; 
many anecdotes of perſons of conſe- 
quence upon the Continent ; and was 
what people in general eſteem, ex- 
© tremely entertaining. SW. | 
When the hour of ſeparation fon the 
evening arrived, Juliana would have 
taken leave of the whole company, 
except 
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except Mary, whoſe uſual hour of 
riſing was as early as that which ſhe 
had appointed for beginning her jour- 
ney; but Mrs. Maitland begged ſhe 
would call at her chamber, where ſhe 


would order chocolate to be ſent, that 


ſhe might enjoy her company while 
ſhe was taking it. Upon her aſking 


Mr. Mordant if ſhe ſhould deliver any 


meſſage from him at Mordant-Place, 


he replied, that he hoped for the ho- 


nour of delivering her ſafe there ; ad- 


ding, that the principal motive which 
had induced him to attend Sir George, 
was the hope of being permitted to eſ- 
cort her back in the morning, and 


that his ſervant had led his horſe for 


that purpoſe. Our heroine made no 
objection to a compliment, which ſhe 
knew nothing but the greateſt inatten- 


tion could have prevented; and it was 
agreed, that at fix the chaiſe ſhould be 


at the door, Juſt as ſhe was quitting 


the 
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the room, Sir George, ſauntering up 
to her with a half yawn, ſaid, If I was 
not the idleſt being in exiſtence, my 
dear Miſs Maitland, I ſhould be aſhamed 


to take leave of you this evening; but 
you are too good to expect impoſſibi- 
lities. Juliana interrupted him with a 


ſmiling aſſurance, that he would diſ- 
treſs her extremely, if he even talked 
of paying her ſo painful a compliment 
as that of riſing ſo much before the 
uſual time ; and wiſhing him and the 


reſt of her friends a good night, re- 


tired to her apartment. 


At the hour appointed, the chaiſe 


was at the door ; and having taken the 


| moſt affectionate leave of Mrs. Mait- 


land and her dear Mary, our heroine 
ſtepped into it, followed by her maid, 


and attended by Mr. Albert Mordant, 


his footman and her own, 


CHAP. 


ES OBERS woot © 
r IK x 


Le 2 2 0 ; 
+ wh n — 5 2 8 Y 1 — 3 + 7 . 8 
7 0 N e CEE r . 1 om , 3 : 3 R. * 2 
9 5 2 hon by N rr 3 — 0 * 2 F G F = N h N 4 N 8 
= © ˖˙ ˙ e S r 2 B 6 * S e REEL IEY Gi eee es IS. Bf 4 2 — 
een — = r een * - = coffin. _ * . * cs; TP — 2 — 2 — — K A 7 Hh IEEE oy 4-1 0 ww * — ; 


= : 9 — y => \ 

—_ 2 . en = — 

| — 9 LIND IO - wa 3 o 1 

A R „2 „„ „„ = 
TOSS r r n 

* N 9 n wt x th HY q — * : pwnd. & — * 


1 
i 
{* 
1: 
1 
k 


ar tun Ab Art 


3 14 1 N 
A 5 "+ * 2 X 5 1 * & $ p 5 F 

- by! IS 18 + £% $4 + ET 1 TSEXRE £ 7 4 Are k 
„ 4 * „ _ a - 2 * 0 F — » * 4 A b 1 # 4 ; 


. 914 


14 ST 3 *5 7 _ yy. bo 75 AS2D I. 


CHAP TER M 


POLITE CONVERSAT ION-, 
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HE IR j journey was as pieafinl as 
good horſes, excellent roads, and 


che belt travelling accommodations of 


every kind could render i it. About nine 


in the evening they arrived at Mordant- 


Place, where our heroine was received 
by the whole family with every de- 


monſtration of pleaſure. Lady Mait- 


land overwhelmed her with careſſes; 
Mr. and Mrs. Mordant appeared much 
delighted with her preſence ; and even 
their dau ghter ſeemed inclined to throw 
off a part of her accuſtomary reſerve, 
and treat her in a polite, at leaſt, if not 
in a friendly maus. 1 2 

As for young Mordant, he pole 
a never failing flow of animal ſpirits, 
and that kind of good humour, which 
: proceeds 


— 
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proceeds from conſtitution. He talked 
a great deal, laughed more, was ever 
ready to promote any thing that bore 
the name of amuſement, and thought 
no trouble, or even fatigue too much, 
by which he could afford pleaſure to 
others. He was a great declared ad- 
mirer of the female world, to whom 5 
he profeſſed himſelf intirely devoted; 
but this devotion, as well as his deſire 
to pleaſe and accommodate, was in- 
diſcriminate and univerſal. He took 
as much pains to divert and entertain 
the plaineſt as the moſt beautiful; and, 
provided he could make the female 
part of the company laugh, did not 
appear to care much of whom it con- 
ſiſted, ſo that ſome obſervers did not 
ſcruple to affirm, that he was rather 
actuated by a deſire of gaining admi- 
ration himſelf, than by any particular 
complacency he felt for others. He 
was, however, a general favorite among 

. 


114 HENRY: AND ISABEL L A. 


the female circle who viſited at Mor- 
dant-Place, eſpecially the plain and 
- antiquated part of it, and one of Lady 
Maitland's greateſt favorites; which 
particular regard he had obtained chiet- 
ly by rallying her about her ſuppoſed 
admirers, hiding her work-bag, teaz- 
ing a large cat, of which ſhe was very 
fond, and ſuch other modes of enter- 
tainment as ſuited her diſpoſition and 
degree of underſtanding ; and, in re- 
turn for the conſtant inclination he 
ſhowed to divert her, ſhe always ap- 
peared willing to be diverted, laughed 
at all his jeſts, teazed him about his 
| handſome face, and the number of con- 
queſts he made; compliments which 
he never failed to return in kind. 
Converſation, or rather talk, was never 
wanting when Albert was preſent ; for 
when the favorite cat and the work-bag 
would no longer furniſh it, he was 
un, Killed in what is com- 

monly 
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monly called rhodomontade, or the art 
of extempore ſtory telling: he would 
invent long accounts of circumſtances 
which never happened, ſpeeches that 
never were made, or things that never 
had exiſtence; not with an intention 
to impoſe upon, or deceive, for his 
diſpoſition was open and guileleſs, but 
merely to excite the ſmile of the mo- 
ment, which he ſeldom failed to do, 
few being il-natured enough to refuſe 
ſuch a return to his unwearied endea- 
vours to divert them. His father was 
fond of politics, and would rather have 
ſeen his ſon ſtudy than laugh ; but 
Mrs. Mordant, though ſenſible, and 
not void of ambition, thought one 
politician was enough in a family; and, 
ſatisfied with ſeeing her ſon very hand- 
ſome and much beloved, gave up the 
diſtinction of ſuperior talents without 
repining. 


The 
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"The evening of her arrival, our he- 
roine was ſurpriſed, after the firſt ce- 
remonies of reception were over, to 


fee Albert turn to Lady Maitland, and 


with the graveſt countenance imagin- 
able, tell her, that now ſhe had ſeen 
her daughter fafe and well, ke might 
venture to relate the very narrow eſ- 


cape ſhe had met with on the road; 
and then proceeded to give a minute ac- 


count of the horſes taking fright, 
throwing the driver, leaping a turnpike 
gate, dragging the chaiſe after them, | 
and of the extreme diffi culty and dan- 
ger with which he had ſtopped them, 
juſt as they were rapidly approaching 
a dreadful precipice, from which, had 


they fallen, ſhe muſt have inevitably 
have been daſhed in ten thouſand 


pieces. 

As he proceeded, Lady Maitland ap- 
peared almoſt convulſed with terror; 

: and, when he had quite concluded, 

\ begged 
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begged him, with. much e 
not to ſhock her by ſuch dreadful de- 
ſcriptions! I think, (cried Albert) you 
rather ought. to thank me for preſerv- 
ing your daughter. What return can 
you ever make me for ſuch a piece of 


gallantry ? In my opinion you cannot 


do leſs than beſtow her upon me out 
of mere gratitude. I would aſk you 


to give me yourſelf, only that I fear it 


would break poor Lord Belford's heart. 
Giddy creature, (exclaimed Lady Mait- 
land ) but, dear Juliana, were you 
not dreadfully frightened ? I don't re- 
collect where-abouts upon the road, 


between this place and Furze-Hill, this 
frightful precipice lies, down which 
Miſs Maitland was in ſuch imminent 
f danger of being hurried; do tell us 
Alber t, (cried Mrs. Mordant ſmiling. I. 
Oh, exclaimed Albert, the road has 


been entirely changed ſince you were 


that way ; inſtead of winding round 


the 
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the foot of a hill, we now go ſtrait 


over it. Poh, poh ! (cried Miſs Mor- 


dant, perceiving a ſmile upon Juliana's 
face) don't you ſee Albert is at one of 
his old ſtories? Aſk Miſs Maitland how 


many words of truth he has ſpoken, 


I really know nothing of the affair 
about which Mr. Mordant has been 
ſpeaking, (ſaid our heroine ;) I thought. 


We had had a very fate and pleaſant 
journey. Oh, you wicked wretch, 


(exclaimed Lady Maitland) how could 


you fright me ſo? Poſitively, I'll not 
forgive you this month. Nay, my 


dear Lady, (cried Albert, rifing from 
his chair, and ſeating himſelf in one 
next to her's) don't plunge me into ab- 
ſolute deſpair, by making ſo cruel a 
reſolution ! Come, come, I know you'll 
pardon me, (continued he, holding out 
his hand.) No, I won't (replied her Lady- 
ſhip ;) you don't deſerve pardon ; does 
he, Juliana? Your ö is a better 


5 Judge 
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judge of his offence than any other can 
be, (anſwered our heroine) and in pro- 
portion to that, ſhould be his puniſh- 
ment. Then it ſhould be very ſevere, 
(aid Lady Maitland) for he really ter- 
rified me exceſſively. What ſhall I do 
to mitigate the fury of your reſent- 
ment ? (cried Albert ;) ſhall I finiſh this 
flower ? (continued he, taking up a 
piece of embroidery ;) I am ſure it 
would be charity to help you, for you 
have been about this piece of work at 
leaſt two years. Saucy creature, (cried 
ſhe) is that the way you take to gain 
my forgiveneſs? Come, don't be ridi- 
culous, give me the work. Let me 
only juſt do this leaf ; I'm ſure you'll 
know it from any other in the whole 
flower, (cried Albert, pretending to 
pull out the needle ;) you don't know 
what a fine workman I am. Oh, no 
doubt, (anſwered her Ladyſhip) but 
Pl excufe your giving a ſpecimen of 

3 your 


5 
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your ſkill at the expence of my trim- 
ming. Poh, what does it fignify, 
(cried he) it will be quite old faſbioned 
before it is finiſhed, and then I am ſure 


| 2 lady of your taſte will never think 


of wearing it; it muſt be given to your 


woman ; and what a great deal of pains 


will it have coſt you to work a trim- 
ming for Mrs. Cotten! 5 
Here the converſation was inter- 
rupted by the announcement of ſup- 
per, which had not been long over be- 
fore our heroine requeſted to be ſhown 
to her apartment, being ſleepy after 


her journey. She was accordingly 


conducted to it by Miſs Mordant, who 


having, in a very obliging manner, 
begged that ſhe would conſider herſelf 
as at home, and command whatever 
the houſe contained, took her leave 
for the night, and Juliana committed 


herſelf to that ſweet repoſe, which 
only health and benevolence can enjoy. 
__ Early 


— 
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Farly riſing was one of our heroine's : 
| particular pleaſures ; ſhe ſeldom flept 
ſo late upon a ſummer morning as ſix 
o'clock, and was often a ſpectator of 
the riſing ſun, a ſcene which for beauty 
and grandeur far exceeds any thing 
that either of the theatres, or the opera 
houſe itſelf can exhibit. The truth of 
this bold aſſertion may be doubted * 
our faſhionable readers, unleſs return 
ing from a ſplendid fete or ball given 
by a neighbouring perſon of diſtinction, 
during their months of baniſhment in 
the country, they ſhould have happen- 
ed to behold this ſplendid object; but 
as much of the charms of what we be- 
hold, depends upon the diſpoſition of 
mind with which we view them, it is 
probable, that ſhould this have been 
the caſe, their exalted ſpirits would be 
ill ſuited to the enjoyment of ſuch 
glowing beauties; and that cloſing 
their aching eyes, they would content 


n.. 8 them- 
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| {eniſelves with reflecting, that much 
ruſtic ſights may be viewed by every 


clown, whereas coloured lamps, ele- 


gantly intermixed with roſes of red 
and white paper, are only to be ſeen 
by people of faſhion, and, conſequently, 


muſt be far preferable to any thing lo 
vulgar and common. 
Juliana was not of this opinion ; 


having obſerved in the evening, that 
the windows of her chamber fronted 
the eaft, the drew up one of the cur- 
"tains, that ſhe might enjoy the firſt 
beam that darted into it. She awoke 
Toon after the firſt glow of reflected 


glory began to gild the neighbouring 


clouds. Having watched the progreſs 
of its riſing for ſome minutes, ſhe took 
her writing box, from which, having 
Furniſhed herſelf with the proper ma- 
terials, ſhe wrote a letter to Mrs. Mait- 
land, and another to Mary, knowing 
how impatient they would be to hear 


of 
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of her fafety, it being the firſt time 
ſhe had ever been ſeparated from them 
for a ſingle night ſince ihe became one 


of their family. 


Having ae this talk of duty 


and inclination, ſhe took a view from 
her window of the park, which ſur- 


rounded Mr. Mordant's houfe, and 
which, from its fine incqualities of 
ground, rich verdure, and beautiful di- 


verſities of light and ſhade, appeared 


ſo inviting, that ſhe reſolved to in- 
dulge herſelf with a nearer ſight of it. 
With ſome difficulty ſhe got out of the 
houſe at that early hour, none but a 
few of the inferior domeſtics being yet 
firing. The delighful freſhneſs of the 
morning, the ſinging of the birds, 


and the pleaſing fcenes around her, 
inſenſibly led her farther than the at 


firſt intended to ſtroll; and ſthe found 


herſelf at the extremity of the park, 
Wach was an extenſive one, before ſne 


G 2 = had 
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had reflected, that it Was 28 far back 
to the houſe as it had been from thence 
to the ſpot ſne then ſtood upon. But 
though ſſie began to feel herſelf fatigued, 
the beauty of that ſpot was too great to 
permit her to regret that ſhe was upon 
it. Mr. Mordant's park was, upon 
the ſide to which our heroine had 
ſtrolled, bounded by another, which 
I appeared to be of till greater extent, 
and to poſſeſs every beauty that grounds 
of that kind are capable of. She ſtood | 
upon a ſwell, which commanded the 
view of a noble lake, the banks of 
which were well wooded and finely 
ſloped; the ground roſe from it with 
a graceful freedom, and its termina- 
tion being concealed by the cloſing 
banks, deceived the beholder into a 
belief, that it had only taken the form 
of a river, and that it continued to 
flow through unknown diſtances. 
While ſhe was nn the charms of 
this 
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this pleaſing ſcene, an elegant cabriole, 


drawn by four beautiful ponies, appear- 


ed in view, in which rode a gentle- 
man and lady, who, as they approach - 


ed, ſeemed to view her with ſurprize. 


The gentleman, who was young and 
handſome, took off his hat with much 
reſpect; and the lady, who appeared 


to be a very fine woman, of about 


middle age, bowed in the moſt oblig-- 
ing manner; to which Juliana returned 
a graceful curteſy. As they drove 
from her, ſhe ſaw the lady look back, 
in order to take another view of her; 
and, juſt as they turned out of ſight, 
obſerved her to Kiſs her hand as a fare 


vell compliment. 


Juliana felt the es defire to be 


informed who the ſtrangers ſhe had 
juſt beheld were, eſpecially the lady, 
whoſe countenance, even from the: 
ort view ſhe had of it, greatly inte- 
reſted her. There was fomething pe- 


+ culiarly 
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EL euliarly pleafing in the paſſing ſaluta- 
tion ſhe had received from her; ſonie- 
| thing expreſſive of à degree of kind- 
neſs and ſefifibility, which made her 
impatient to know more of the perſon 
who appeared to poſſeſs them. After 
fitting 2 few moments upon a ſeat, 
which was placed under a large ſpread- 
ing oak, in order to mark the beauti- 
ful point of view we have juſt de- 
ſcribed, our heroine began to retrace 
the path by which ſhe had been led to 
it. She had not got more than half 
Way back, when ſhe met young Mor- 
dänt, who told her the whole houſe 
= wefe in conſuſton, his father ſwear- 
= ing, his mother ſcolding, his ſiſter cry- 
ing, and Lady Maitland in an hyfteric 
fit. Juliana, who from his voluble un- 
concern, eaſily perceived that he was 
beginning one of the ſame kind of di- 
verting accounts with which he had 
the ny before entertained Lady 
— Maitland, | 
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Maitland, replied, by aſking with a 
ſmile, what had happened to affect the 
family ſo ſtrongly. What, (anſwered 
he) why, enough in conſcience; no- 
thing leſs than the loſs of Miſs Mait- 
land, one of the moſt beautiful, ac- 
compliſhed, and amiable young ladies 
of the age. And how came they to 
ſuſtain this dreadful misfortune ? (re- 
phed ſhe, ſtill ſmiling,) Oh! (anſwered. 
he) the eloped this morning before ſix 
o'clock, took her way through the 
park, and has not ſince been heard of. 
It is ſuppoſed ſome happy-favoured 
lover is the companion of her flight; 
but nothing certain has yet tranſpired. 
You would really draw up a newſpa- 
per paragraph admirably, (cried Ju- 
liana,) but I hope Mrs. Mordant is 
not waiting breakfaſt. I fear my ſtroll 
has taken up more time than I ſuſpect- 
ed; for having left my watch in my 
chamber, I am quite unable to gueſs; 
* | G 4 „ 
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at the hour. Neither Lady Maitland, 
my mother or ſiſter, were ſtirring when 
1 left the houſe, (ſaid Albert,) nor 
will breakfaſt be ready for at leaſt an 
hour: if therefore you will give me 
leave, I will have the honour to ſhow 
you a part of the park, which I think 
better worth your ſeeing than that to 
Which chance directed you. Juliana 
thanked him for his obliging offer, 
which, at a future opportunity, ſhe 
ſaid ſhe ſhould gladly accept; but at 
preſent ſhe found herſelf too much 
tired to walk any further. 
Upon entering the breakfaſt-room, 
ſhe was ſurpriſed to ſee the whole fa- 
mily aſſembled, and every thing in 
readineſs for that ſocial meal, which 
only waited for her preſence. The 
ceremonies. of a morning meeting be- 
ing paſſed, ſhe turned to Albert, and 
aſked him why he had intended to de- 
ceive her by a falſe account of the 
| EY hour. 
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hour. Oh! my dear, (cried Lady. 
Maitland,) you muſt not expect to 
eſcape Albert's wit ; he ſpares nobody. 
Do you know that while we were ſit- 
ting here, expecting every moment to 
ſee you enter, he came into the room 
in a vaſt hurry, and told us you were 
gone off; that you ſtole out of your 
chamber before ſix o'clock, and had 
been watched to the end of the park, 
where /a chariot and four, in which 
was a man muffled up in a large ſur- 
tout, was in waiting, into which you 
ſtepped, and it drove away at full gal- 
lop. - Upon calling your maid, (con- 
tinued her Ladyſhip,) for we were filly 
enough to be ſeriouſly alarmed, .ſhe 
confirmed the account of your leaving 
your chamber ſo early, and ſaid ſhe 
did not know where you were, but 
that upon your dreſſing-table ſhe. had 
found two letters, one for Mrs. Mait- 
_ and the other for your coulin - 
| 5s Gy Mary. 


— — 
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paſſion he told us the whole tale was a 
fiction, except your going early into 
the park, where, he had no reaſon to 
believe, you intended _ kay more 
than a morning walk. | 

And ſo, not content with 83 
ing Lady Maitland; (faid Mrs. Mor- 


dant,) you have been teafing your 


couſin; but Miſs Maitland has too 


much underſtanding to regard you. 


thought, (rephed her ſon,) that if I 
could have prevailed upon Miſs Mait- 
land to take a walk with me to the 


ing her Home, the purpoſe for which 
I was ſent, I ſhould have had the plea- 
ſure of frightening you all once again; 


and if I could have contrived to pro- 
long our walk for an hour, might dur- 
ing that time have enjoyed the credit 
of having frealiſtd the fiction by which 
5 Jon 


a f wprize and diſtreſs was 
ſo great, that at laſt out of mere com- 


other fide of the park, inſtead of bring - 
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you were all ſo lately alarmed. Dow 
are a wicked creature! (exclaimed her 
Ladyſhip, a compliment which ſhe 
uſually paid him at leaſt twenty times 
a day.) 1 ſuppoſe you wonder how 
any lady could refuſe a requeſt made 
by fo handſome a fellow as yourſelf.” 
How happy would ſuch a compliment 
make Lord Belford, (cried Albert.) 
Now, do tell me, do you always in- 
tend to be cruel, or ſhall we have a 
wedding at laſt ? Out of mere compaſ- 
ſion to the reſt of the poor dogs, you 
ought to chuſe one of your admirers, 
and not keep them all in ſuſpenſe: 
Shall it be the noble peer before men- 
tioned, or Sir Harry Windſor, or Colo- 
nel ? Huff, huſh! (rejoined Lady 
Maitland) whar an opinion will Juliana. 
have of me! ſhe will believe me to be- 
a mere coquette. Miſs Maitland is not 
to learn that beautiful women will have 
lovers, (anſwered Albert.) I have no: 
5 „ doubt 


i 
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doubt, but were her liſt to be pro- 
duced for our inſpection, it would be 
found to contain as many names as 
your Ladyſhip's. What an intolerable 
rattle you are, brother, (cried Miſs 
Mordant.) By the time Miſs Mait- 
land is a little better acquainted with 
you, ſhe will mind what you fay as 
little as I do. | 
She had ſcarce ———. theſe 
words when the door of the room was 


Fr ppened, and a ſervant announced Sir 


Charles Haſtings. An elegant looking 
man, of about five or ſix and thirty, 
immediately made his appearance, and 
faluting the company with an air of 
intimacy, was by Mrs. Mordant in- 
troduced to our heroine, who inſtantly 
knew him to be the ſame ſhe had two 
hours before ſeen in the cabriole with 
the lady whoſe apperance had ſo much 
On her. e 
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He was ſcarce ſeated, when Albert, 
turning to him, aſked if he had heard 

the news of the morning; to which 


he anſwered, that he had not heard 


any. Why, it 1s reported all over the 
neighbourhood, (ſaid Albert,) that Miſs 
Maitland, being violently taken with 
the beauty of my perſon, had this 


morning carried me forcibly off; that 
Lady Maitland, having had the ſame 
intentions, was half diſtracted with diſ- 


appointment; that Eliza had hired poſt- 


horſes, and was gone in purſuit of us; 


and that my papa and mama were in 


deſpair for the loſs of their boy. Strange 


wretch ! (exclaimed Lady Maitland, 
laughing.) I know not whether Miſs 
Maitland has any thoughts of incur- 
ring the everlaſting diſpleaſure of the 


female world, by carrying you off (re- 


plied Sir Charles, with a ſmile,) but 


Lady Frances and myſelf were this 
morning en the very point of run · 


ning 


134 
; ning away with her; a crime which, 


HE NR YA ND ISABELLA, - 


the ſtrength of the temptation conſi- 
dered, would in my opinion have de- 


| ſerved to be ranked in the number of 


thoſe that have a juſt claim to mercy, 
Why, where did you fee Miſs Mait- 
land? (aſked Mrs. Mordant.) I am 


now convinced (replied Sir Charles) 
that it was ſhe I had the pleaſure of 


ſeeing this morning in the park; though, 
at the time, both my aunt and myſelf 
were inclined to believe that the poets 
had more than fiction upon which to 
found their tales of dryades and wood- 


nymphs, and that, though they ſel- 


dom deſign to viſit the world in this 
iron age, we had been indulged with 
a fight of the moſt beautiful of the 


| whole ſiſterhood. Lady Frances has 


talked of nathing elſe ever fince, and 
is impatient to be introduced to the 


fair divinity, if the yet favours Mor- 


clit Place * her reſidence; which, 
having 


LY 
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having the pleaſure of finding to be 
the caſe, I flatter myſelf. that I ſhall 
obtain permiſſion for my amiable re- 
lation to approach her ſhrine. If (an- 
ſwered Juliana)the moſt grateful thanks 
of a very weak mortal can be conſi- 
dered as any return for ſo great an 
honour, I will beg of you to favour 
me, by preſenting mine to the Lady, 
and aſſuring her that I ſhall be happy 
in any opportunity ſhe will afford me, 
of perſonally offering my acknow- 
ledgments to her for it. | 

Suppoſe then ({aid Sir Charles, turn- 
ing to Mrs. Mordant) we lock in upon 
you this afternoon ? I am in haſte to 
mtroduce Lady Frances to Maſs Mait- 

land; it is a pleaſure for the enjoy- 
ment of which ſhe ſhows: more impa- 
tience than ever I knew her to expreſs 
upon any other occaſion. Mrs, Mor- 
dant aſſured him "_ ſhould be happy 


to ſee Lady Frances ; adding, that ſhe 
did 
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did not doubt but Miſs Maitland's me- 
Fits would at leaft equal any expecta- 
tions that could be formed of them. 
Oh, yes! (exclaimed Miſs Mordant,) 
J am ſure Miſs Maitland will be a pro. 
digious favourite with your aunt ; you 
know ſhe loves learned ladies, and! 
believe, if ſhe was not too polite to 
ſpeak her ſentiments, deſpiſes all others. 
If that is the caſe, (replied our he- 
roine, ) I muſt give up every hope of 
her favour: for there are few who can 
make leſs pretenſion to the palm of 
learning than myſelf, though 1 look up 
with reverence to thoſe who have ob- 
tained it. Lady Frances is no pedant, 

(anſwered Sir Charles,) nor does ſhe 
lay any claim to the title of learned; 
though few women, or perhaps I might 
ſay men, poſſeſs ſo much information 
and underſtanding as herſelf. There 

is, however, a ſcience upon which ſhe 
1 995 2 herſelf, and that is phy- 

ſiogonomy. 
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fognomy- Short as her view of Miſs 


Maitland was, ſhe has by this art diſ- 
covered that ſhe is poſſeſſed of a mul- 
titude of amiable qualities; and, as I 


know how much ſhe wiſhes to be par- 
ticularly acquainted with them, I will 
at preſent take my leave, in order to 
afford her the pleaſure of knowing that 


you will be at home in the afternoon. 
So ſaying, he bowed reſpectfully to the 


company, and withdrew, attended by 


Albert, 'who ſaid he would walk with 
him as far as the park gate 
He was no fooner out of the room, 


than Lady Maitland exclaimed, What 
a whimſical creature Lady Frances 


Seward is! Certainly, it is but polite 


of her to viſit Juliana; but in what 


an odd manner ſhe does it! Any body 


but herſelf would have ſent a card of 
inquiry, and done things regularly: 
but that would not be her; ſhe muſt 


always act in a manner different from 


other 
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other people. I think Sir Charles is 
almoſt grown as formal and out. of the 


way as herſelf (cried Miſs Mordant.) 
When he came from abroad, after the 
death of his father, I thought him a 


good pretty fellow; but he is ſo fond 


of his aunt, and thinks her ſo ſuperior 


to every body elſe, that he is by de- 


grees grown. juſt like her. If I were 
to eſtimate Lady Frances (ſaid Juliana) 
by that deſcription, I ſhould pronounce 
her to be a ſenſible, unaffected, pleaſ- 


ing woman; for ſuch a man, if I may 


venture to judge from the very little I 
have ſeen of him, do take Sir Charles 


Haſtings to be, ine 


Tour 333 len (repdied Lady 
Maitland) is indeed very favourable, 


and rather precipitate, I think, too. 
I hope I need not remind you, that 
men are not to be known in an hour, 


or that yon have friends who will ex- 


pect to be conſulted, before you beſtow 


vour 
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your affections upon any body. I pro- 


teſt (cried Miſs Mordant) I cannot 


help thinking that rather unreaſonable, 
conſidering how little our affections are 
in our own power. Juliana could 
ſcarce help ſmiling at this little lecture 
upon prudence from her mother; ſhe 


however aſſured her, that her affections 


were in no danger of being ſurprized 
by Sir Charles Haſtings, for whom, 


ſuppoſing him to be all ſne had men- 
tioned, ſhe ſhould never feel more than 


eſteem. Mrs. Mordant ſaid, ſhe thought 
Sir Charles a man that any grave lady 


might like, unleſs it was true, that 
they generally admired their oppoſites. 
lf that be the caſe (ſaid Miſs Mordant) 


think Albert ſtands a good chance of 


gaining Miſs Maitland's favour. So 


you do me the honour (rephed our 


Heroine) to rank me in the dignified 


claſs of grave females, I perceive how 


true it is, that every ching owes its 
| character 
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character to compariſon; at Furze Hill 

I was not complimented with any ſuch 
| appellation. It is eaſy, indeed, (an- 
fwered Lady Maitland,) to be gay in 
compariſon with your good aunt, Mrs. 
Clement, or Mrs. Williams: as for 
Mary ſhe's a fine girl, and would do 
very well, if ſhe was permitted to ſee 
4 little of the world. My aunt (re- 
plied Juliana with ſome warmth) is far 
from wanting cheerfulneſs, or -any 
thing elſe that is worthy and amiable, 
She does too much honour to a ſtate 
of widowhood to admit of exceſſive 
gaiety, nor does her natural diſpoſi- 
tion lead to it; hut ſhe poſſeſſes what 
is greatly more valuable and pleaſing, 
2 calm, equal, and ſweet temper. She 
was prevented from ſaying more, by 
the recollection, that the juſt teſtimony 
ſhe was bearing to the merits of her 
beloved aunt, implied a tacit reproach 


to her mother, whoſe whole character 
and 


II 
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| and conduct had been, in every ſtate, 
exactly the reverſe of Mrs. Maitland's. 


The conſcious ſilence of her Ladyſhip 
made Juliana repent having ſaid ſo 
much, though it was not half of what 


her heart would have dictated : the 
praiſe of her guardian, her ſecond pa- 


rent, the only one whoſe care or ten- 


derneſs ſhe had ever experienced, was 


a ſubject ſhe could never exhauit, and 


upon which ſhe always dwelt with de- 


light; but little as ſhe could prevail 
upon herſelf to love a mother, whoſe 
diſpoſition and manners every hour 


gave her pain, ſhe could not endure 


the thought of hurting or diſpleaſing 


her, and the apprehenſion of having 


done both upon this occaſion Se her 


real uneaſineſs. 


Little more converſation paſſed till 
Albert's return, who entering with his 


_ uſual ſpirits, exclaimed, Well, Miſs 
Maitland, Nan muſt not ſuppoſe me 


jeſtim g. 
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jeſting, when 1 tell you, that you have 
madea completeconqueſt of Sir Charles; 
he can ſpeak of nothing but you, think 
of nothing but you, and 1 am much 
miſtaken if he will for the reſt of his 
life dream of any thing but you. Bleſs 
me, brother, (cried Miſs Mordant, ) I 
didn't think Sir Charles ſo ſubject to 
ſudden prepoſſeſſions; it is more like 
the conduct of ſuch a hair-braincd 
creature as yourſelf. And I ſhould ſtill 
leſs ſuſpe& (rejoined Lady Maitland) 
that he would chuſe ſuch a hair-brained 
creature for his confidant ; but I ſup- 
poſe you found it out by his eyes, or 
is voice, or ſome other way in which 
ſuch wonderful diſcoveries are uſuaily 
made. As for the language of the 
voice and eyes, (anſwered Albert,) 1 
believe, I underſtand them as well as 
any man; how elſe could 1 have found 
out that you were in love with me, 
for you never told me ſo in plain words? 
„„ However, 
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However, the preſent caſe does not 


depend upon fuch vague evidence. 


Sir Charles told me, as we walked to- 
gether, that he thought Miſs Mait- 


land the moſt beautiful woman he had 


ever ſeen, and, that if her mind was 


equal to her perſon, ſhe was abſcs utely 
perfect. What do you think of that? 
is the man who entertains ſuch ſenti- 


| ments in Ganger of falling in love? 
Not in the leaſt (replied Juliana.) L ap- 


prehend, that the man who. ak a. 
render his heart to nothing ſhort of 


perfection, will be likely intirely to 


poſſeſs it during his whole life. True, 
Juliana, (anſwered Lady Maitland,) 


nobody can, without extreme folly, 
pretend to be free from many and great 


faults. J queſtion if Sir Charles would 


at preſent allow that (replied Albert.) 


At preſent, however, (faid Mrs. Mor- 
dant,) we are not at leiſure to diſcuſs 


this pany for I ſee the, coach is in 
TE 2 . 
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waiting. With whoſe company am 
to be favoured? In the firſt place (re- 
plied her daughter) be good enough to 
let us know where you are going. 1 
am going (anſwered Mrs. Mordant) to 
call at the Rectory. Oh, heavens | (ex. 
claimed the young lady,) I hope you 
won't infiſt upon my attending you! 
I proteſt, I was ſick of the old Doc- 
tor and his wife for at leaſt three days 
after our laſt viſit. I can't imagine 
what could make you ſick, (ſaid Mrs. 
 Mordant,) both the Doctor and Mrs, 
Preſton are very ſenſible; and he is 
. reckoned one of the moſt learned men | 
of the age. Oh then, do take Miſs 
| Maitland with you, (cried Miſs Mor- 
dant) they will be quite delighted with 
her; for I have heard them harangne 
for an hour in praiſe of gravity, pru- 
dence, modeſty, and all that. If Miſs 
- Maitland will honour me with her 
company, (faid Mrs. Mordant, who 
bu” 'v © | Re 


11 


— 


HENRY AND ISABELLA," 144 


vas too polite not to be hurt by her 


daughter's rudeneſs.) I ſhall be happy 
to introduce her to ſo werthy and re- 


| ſpetable a couple as the Doctor and 


Mrs. Preſton; and I am of your opi- 
nion, Eliza, that they will be delighted 
to ſee the qualities they moſt admire, 
united to ſweetneſs, youth and beauty. 


The drive is a remarkably pleaſant one 
(continued ſhe, addreſſing our heroine) 


and we will return through Sir Harry 
Windſor's park, which is laid out with 
great taſte and beauty. Juliana ſaid, 


ſhe. would attend her with pleaſure, 
even though. ſhe were to run the ha- 


zard of being reputed to underſtand 
Greek. Mrs. Mordant gave her daugh- 
ter 2 look of anger, and telling Lady 
Maitland ſhe would not aſk her to come 


with them, as ſhe knew old people did 


not ſuit Her taſte, led the way to the 


coach, into which Albert, having firſt 
handed Juliana, and then his mother, 
or . H ſtood 
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ſtood by the door, in a ſupplicating 
attitude, preſſing his open hands to- 

gether, and crying, Pray, pray, pray 
do! You muſt aſk: Miſs Maitland, (ſaid 
his mother, laughing ;) if ſhe conſents 
to take in a poor mendicant, with all 
my heart. Juliana replied, that as he 

egged with ſo much humulity, ſhe 
thought he deſerved, for once, to be 
ndulged. She had ſcarce ſpoken, 
when the humble petitioner, ſuddenly 
aſſuming an air of triumph, jumped 
into the coach, the door of which be- 
ing cloſed by. a footman, it drove off 
on its way to the Rectory. 
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HE drive from Ren Place 


to the Rectory was delightful 


enough to have' made our heroine, 


(who was paſlionately fond of fine 


proſpects) amends, had her viſit there 


been of a very diſagreeable kind; but, 


on the contrary, ſhe found the old 


Doctor and his lady ſenſible and eafy 


in their manners, with an uncommon 
degree of apparent benevolence ' and 
goodneſs, which Mrs. Mordant had, 


on their way to viſit them, aſſured her 


was a picture of their diſpoſitions and 
conduct through life; adding, that the 


Doctor had been Mr. Mordant's guar- 


dian, and in every reſpect performed 


the part of à ſecond father to him. 
Does Mifs Mordant know this, (ſaid 


H 2 f Juliana 29 
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Juliana ?) You may well aſk the quef. 
tion, (replied the mother of that young 


hdy :) Eliza's thoughtleſſneſs is quite 


inexcuſable: our heroine bluſhed for her 


own, in having ſo unpelitely expreſſed 
her opinion of Miſs Mordant, to her 


neareſt relations. She was ſtudying 
ſomething to ſay by way of making an 


amends for her want of recollection ; 


when the coach ſtopped at Doctor 


Preſton's door, and they alighted with. 


out the ceremony of inquiring if the 


good couple were at home, he being 


too much an invalid to ſtir abroad, 


and ſhe conſtantly attending him. 
They received Mrs. Mordant with 
much appearance of pleaſure, and Al- 
dert ſhook the old gentleman by the 


band, inquiriag with a kind of laugh- 


ing, yet reſpectful, and even tender 


friendlineſs, after his health; then ſcat- 

ing himſelf by the ſide of the old lady, 

I ſee, (ſaid he) the Doctor is reſolved 
| : to 
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to keep me a bachelor ; it 1s quite un- 


conſcionable in him to look ſo well, 
hen he knows I have ſet my heart 
upon you. I think, (rephed Mrs. 
Preſton, ſmiling and glancing a look 
at Juliana) you might make a better 
choice; but as love is ſaid to depend 
upon fancy, if you can like nobody 
but me, why you muſt wait with pa- 


tience; perhaps, in ten or twenty 
years time I may be at liberty. As 


for age, you know, there will be no 


more difference between us at that 
| time than now; ſo no objection can 
be raiſed on that account. And do you 


really think, (cried Albert) that I can 


have patience to wait a ſcore of years !. 
why my beauty will be all gone by that 


time. See there, Mifs Maitland, (ſaid 
the old lady, to whom Juliana had 


been introduced at their firſt entrance) 


what beings men are |. While you keep 


them at an awful diſtance they are all 
1 H3 ub 
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ſubmiſſive impatience, but the moment 

you give them the ſmalleſt encourage. 
nient, they grow vain and carcleſs, 
And ſee, my dear young lady, what de- 
ceitful creatures ſome women are, (re- 
joined the Doctor.) I once thought my 
wife one of the moſt diſcreet matrons 
in the whole country, and expected no- 
thing leſs than to hear a young fellow 
make love to her before my face. I 
aſſure you this affair between Albert 
and Mrs. Preſton, is known over _ 
whole neighbourhood. 

Our heroine was ſurpriſed to find 
the converſation of perſons, in whom 
ſhe had expected a conſiderable degree 
of formality at leaſt, if not of pedan- 
try, ſo perfectly free from the ſmalleſt 
tincture of either. She was much 
pleaſed with the unaffected cheerfulneſs 
of a man, whoſe goodneſs, attainments, 
and underſtanding, gave him a right 

to aſſume the * of that ſupe · 
. riority 
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riority which he really poſſeſſed ; but 
who, content with that reality, deſpiſed 
an aſſumed appearance. 


While they were thus chatting; the 


DoRor cried out, N ow Mats Maitland, 


you will be convinced that I do not 
want the ſpirit to retaliate my wife's 


gallantries : yonder comes a lady for 


whom I profeſs an unbounded devo- 
tion, and notwithſtanding Mrs. Preſ- 


ton is preſent, do not ſcruple to de- 


clare that T admire her beyond all wo- 


men. And ſo complaiſant a wife am I, 
(replied the old lady) that I do not make 


the leaſt objection to this profeſſed ad- 


miration; but on the contrary join in 


it, and eſteem my rival as much as wy 


huſband can poſſibly do. 
The lady of whom the Doctor and 
Mrs. Preſton had been ſpeaking, was 


by this time walked more than half 


the length of a gravel walk, which 


ſtretched itſelf the whole extent of the 
4 garden, 
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garden, through a gate of which ſhe 


had entered. She was attended by a 


genteel ſervant, out of livery; and as 


ſhe approached, Juliana knew her to 
be Lady Frances Seward, or the lady 


ſhe had ſeen in her morning ftroll. She 


had no ſooner entered, and paid her 


compliments to the Doctor and his 
wife, than ſhe turned to Mrs. Mor- 


dant, who without waiting to be re- 


queſted, which ſhe perceived would 
in another moment have been the caſe, 
preſented Juliana, ſaying ſhe: had the 
honour of introducing to her a young 


lady equally defirous and deſerving of 


the happineſs of her acquaintance. 
Lady Frances received her with a loox 


of extreme pleaſure, and a tenderneſs 
Which rather beſpoke old and acknow- 


ledged intimacy and approbation, than 


the impreſſion of a moment. Our he- 


roine returned her careſſes with reſpect 
and gratitude, mingled with an incli- 
| nation 


nation to confidence and e 
which the had never felt for any perſom 


at firſt fight, nor for many after the 

longeſt and moſt intimate intercourſe. 
When they were ſeated, Albert (riſ- 

ing from a chair near Mrs: Preſton, 


and taking poſſeſſion of one by the ſide 


of Lady Frances;) Do you know, my 
dear madam, (ſaid he) that the Doctor 
has juſt been promiſing to dance at my 
wedding, and has engaged Miſs Mait- 


land to be his partner? If I was as 


young and able (replied the Doctor) as 
| was at your grandfather's, you ſhould: 
have no cauſe to ſolicit me twice; and 
even now, if it could contribute to 


your happineſs, I would endeavour to 
make theſe: crutches figure out and in 
for your advantage. It is to your 
grandfather, young gentleman, that I 


owe every worldly comfort of which I 
am poſſeſſed; but had he not been my 
Ry I ſhould have loved him as my- 
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friend, and revered him as the friend 
of mankind, and an ornament to the 
nature of which I partake : imitate his 
_ virtues ;- every one who knew him will 
tell you how numerous they were. I 
have heard {replied Albert) that he was 
a good kind of old gentleman ; but 
there is a proper time ſuited to all 
things; was my grandfather fo very 

virtuous at my age? I know of no 
time proper for vice, or even for folly, 
young man (anſwered the DoRor ſomc- 
what ſeverely;) your grandfather's merit 
did not conſiſt in renouncing falſe 
pleaſure, when ſatiety had rendered it 
irkſome. This reproof was received 
by Albert with much apparent humi- 
lity, nor did the Doctor add to his 
ſeeming mortification, by purſuing the 
ſubject any further. 
The remainder of the viſit was « paſſed 
in an agreeable general converſation, 

wherein Lady Frances and our on 

7 RON, IR» a 
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had a conſiderable ſhare. They were 
mutually charmed with each other, and 
parted on both ſides with a wiſh to meet 


again, 


than the latter, ſhrugging up his 


ſhoulders, exclaimed, Faith F had lik d 
to have ſet the old Doctor a lecturing; 


one other word, and I had been clean 


out of his books. So you deſerved to 
be (replied Mrs. Mordant ;) why will 
you not content yourſelf with being 
trifling upon trifling ſubjects ? ? Why, 
without offence to the old gentleman, 
(anſwered Albert) I thought I might 
have made free with my own grand- 
father. Pm'fure, were he alive to ſee 
what a fine young man I am, and how 


likely to do honour to his name, he 


| wouldn't like to have my fine ſpirits. 
ſo checked. You will never learn the 
art of topping at the right place, Al- 


H 6 ber t, 


No ſooner were Mrs. Mordant, our 
| heroine and Albert ſeated in the coach, 
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bert, (cried Mrs. Mordant;)and yet take 


my ward for it, you will experience 


that it is. among the moſt neceſſary in 


life. My dear Miſs Maitland (ex- 


claimed Albert), have you no lecture 


NM” to favour. me with ? It is the faſhion 


this morning, I perceive, to give me 
good advice, and juſt at this. moment 
I find myſelf in the maſt dacile. com- 


plying humour you can imagine ;. ſo 


_ if you. have any good things in, ſtore, 
do. beſtow. them upon me. Lwiſh. 


had alxed. Lady Frances. it. is ten ta 
one but ſhe. would: have ſaid. ſome- 


thing, worth attending to; ſhe would 


very likely have given me ſame. wiſe 
rules of conduct, guides for. my. yauth, 


which would have pointed- out. the 


ſhoals. of diſſipation, the quickſands ot 


Vanity, and the whirlwinds of paſſion : 


alas what have I not. loſt l but. 1 know 
you will make me amends, and not 
ſuffer ſo promiſing a youth to be loſt 

t e 
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for want of neceſſary nurture and ads 
monitiqn, No, no, (cried Juliana, 
ſmiling ;) he that wilfully neglects an 
opportunity of improvement, muſt not 
expect that it will return, whenever 
he is in the humour to receive it; he 
deſerves to be puniſhed by the loſs of 
it, from which. he may poſſibly learn 
more. readily to embrace the next, 
| You are a- cruel er eature, (eried Al- 
bert;) the next fault I commit ſhall 
abſolutely be laid to your charge, be 
cauſe. you refuſe to warn me againit in- 
diſcretion, now-I am ſo perfectly diſ. 
poſed to profit by, good advice; it may 
be a long time before another hour af 
grace arrives, and till then, you know 
preaching. and praying are both in 
vain. 

While the 1 ft! is upon you, 8 
{cried Mrs. Mordant) let me give you 
one piece of advice, talk no more non- 
ſenſe, friend, at leaſt for the remainder 

wont. - „ 
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of this day. If. you can have reſolu. 


tion enough to do this, I ſhall begin to 


hope that you are capable of any thing. 
Aſk me to remove a mountain, turn 
the courſe of a river, fertilize a deſert, 
or auy thing that man is capable of 
doing (anſwered Albert) and I am 
ready to obey you; but to alter nature; 
to efface the ſtamp which ſhe hath im- 
preſſed upon her works, and give them 
a new character, exceeds the power of 
poſſibility; and I am not yet ſuffici- 
ently ſanctified to work miracles. 
They had by this time entered Sir 
Harry Windſor's Park, the beauty of 
which ſo entirely engaged the attention 
of our heroine, that ſhe could neither 
think or ſpeak of any thing elfe during 
the remainder of their drive, and ſhe 
returned to Mordant-Place, highly 
pleaſed both with that and every cir- 
cumſtance of her viſit, - but with no- 


thing more than the behaviour of Mrs. 
4 Mordant, 
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Mordant, Who, when diſengaged from 
the trifling levity of Lady Maitland, 
f and the half concealed inſolence of her 
daughter, ſhe found to be not only a 


polite, but a ſenſible and pleaſing wo- 


man, though not wholly free from the 
common follies of the faſhionable 
world, among which the uſe of paint 


was one, which ſhe practiſed to as 


great an exceſs as either of the above - 
mentioned ladies. Relationſhip, near- 


neſs of habitation, and ſimilarity f 
education, views and habits, had early 
attached her to Lady Maitland; though 


both her underſtanding and diſpoſition, 


were much better than that lady ever 


poſſeſſed. Accuſtomed to live in a 
conſtant round of company, and pub- 
lic amuſement, the reſidence of a per- 
ſon of title and fortune in her houſe 


was convenient to her, which had in- 


duced her to overlook the exception- 
able . of her Ledyſhip' 's' conduct: | 
2 5 and 
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and there was an eaſy kind of indifference: 
natural to her temper; which: rendered 
the underſtanding of her companions ot 
leſs conſequence than it would have been 
to moſt women who poſſeſſed as large a. 


ſhare as herſelf. Mr. Mordant was a 
ſenſible, polite man; he had taken 
ſome pains to regulate the manners and 


opinions of his wife, and had ſo far 
ſucceeded, that both were free from 
blame upom all oceaſions, and often at- 
tained to elegance and refinement... 
Mr. Mordant divided his attentions be- 
tween his family and parliamentary en- 


f gagements, but of late the latter had 
taken the lead; he had entered deeply 


into the views of oppoſition, had 
ſpoken two: or three times with ap- 
plauſe, and ſpent almoſt his whole time: 


While in town, at the houſe; and dur- 


ing his reſidence in the country, in 


preparing for the expected buſineſs of 


the nent winter; . thus bis wife and fa-- 
4458 | | 8 mil 


except at meal times, and then, his 


abſent, unentertaining, and almoſt the 
reverſe of every thing he was once ac- 
cuſtomed to be. Mrs. Mordant's af- 


fection for her ſon, who ſpent his whole 
time with her, made her, however, 


ſome amends for this change, of which, 


25 ſhe could not prevent it, ſhe had t. too 


much good ſenſe to complain. 


In the afternoon Sir Charles and his 
aunt, according to appointment, ar- 


rived; and from this ſecond interview. 
Juliana was more than before pleaſed 
with the former, and charmed with 
the latter; they met as friends who 
had long enjoyed eachother” s intimacy 3; 
their ſouls ſeemed to acknowledge a 
imilarity of ideas and diſpoſition, and 
needed not length of time to cement 


their union. N 10 5 5 
There 
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mily enjoyed little of his company, 


thoughts being oftener in St. Stephen's 
Chapel than at his own table, he was 
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There is, perb aps, no feeling of which 
the human mind is capable, more de- 
lightfully pleaſant, than that which it ex- 
periences at the commencement of a 
ſudden and ſtrong attachment. The 
whole ſoul gives itſelf up to a charming 
deluſion, for a deluſion it too fre- 
quently proves to be, and looks for- 
ward to years of happineſs of which 
nothing but the loſs of the beloved 
object can deprive it. Too often it 
happens that thoſe virtues and amiable 
qualities, upon which haſty attach- 
ments have been founded, are diſco- 
vered to be mere appearances; ſome- 

times the offspring of vanity, baits for 
undeſerved eſteem and admiration, and 
not ſeldom the veil of intereſted mean- 
neſs or hypocritical fraud: where this 

is the caſe, the pain of diſappointment 
will be proportioned to the vivacity of 
expectation: : but where thoſe excel- 


lencies which attract our approach, will 
endure 


2 
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endure the microſcopic eye of inſpec- 
tion, and improve as they become more 
familiarly known, the happineſs which 
_ reſults from warm and tender friend- 
ſhip is more ſweet, intereſting, and to 
complete all, laſting, than any other 
which we can ever hope to poſſeſs; and 
were a juſt account of anxiety and ſa- 
tisfaction to be made out, would, it 
is probable, in the eye of rational eſti- 
mation, far exceed the ſo-much boaſted 
pleaſures of love. 
When we mention Siendihip, how- 
ever, we would have our readers ob- 
ſerve, that we do not mean to ſpeak of 
that cold, regular kind, which many 
men of great ſenſe and prudence pro- 
feſs for each other, the ſtrength of 
which is ſo great, as to induce them to 
ſpeak of each other upon all occaſions 
with exact and impartial juſtice ; fre- 
_ quently to viſit each other, if near, at 
which times they give their opinions. 
upon 
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upon politics, and the affairs of the 
neighbourhood, without fear of any 
inconvenient circumſtances ariſing from 
the confidence and freedom with which 
they ſpeak; or if at a diſtance, to keep 
up an intercourſe by letter at leaſt twice 
a year: nay, ſo far may it operate in 
the breaſt of the wiſeſt man, that ſhould 
his friend want money to make a pur- 
chaſe; complete a ſum to lay out upon 
a mortgage, or for any other proper 
and advantageous purpoſe, he may, 
upon receiving his bond and ſecurity, 
be prevailed upon to lend it him, pro- 
vided he has it by him, or can raife it 
without much trouble or loſs. And 
ſhould an account of the death of the 
one be brought to the other, it might 


Probably make him grave for a whole 


day, except ſome buſineſs or party in 
which he was engaged obliged him to 
throw off ſo improper and uſeleſs a 
propenſity. This is not the kind of 
0 friendſhip 
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friendſhip of Aich we are ſpeakin g. 
but that lively, ſweet, and confidential 
affection by which two, three, or more, 


(for there is no cauſe for conſining it 


to a particular number) of ſenſible, vir- 
tuous and amiable women are united. 
I ſay women, for in ſpite of vulgar 
prejudice, or the little pert ſatire of 
the witlings, I aver that women are as 
capable of perfect and laſting friend- 
ſhip, nay mere ſo than the men; I 


mean in theſe modern times, wherein 


it muſt be acknowledged that the for- 
mer have riſen in eſtimation and uſe- 


fulneſs of character, and I am ſorry to 


fay the latter greatly fallen. I will 


venture to affirm, that there are five 


Mrs. Maitlands in real life _ one man 
of equal excellence. 
Lady Frances did not take ae of 


the family at Mordant Place, before 


ſhe had appointed an early day for 
their returning her viſit, which ſhe in- 
| liſted 
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ſiſted upon their doing in the moſt 
friendly manner, by ſpending a whole 
day with her. During her viſits to 
her nephew, which were long and fre- 
quent, ſhe was abſolute miſtreſs of his 
houſe; he treated her, upon all occa- 
ſions, with filial reſpect, and never ap- 
peared ſo ſatisfied and happy as when 
ſhe preſided at his table. This appear- 
ance of attention and regard the world 
attributed to motives of intereſt, her 
fortune dn very large; but thoſe 
who intimately knew Sir Charles could 
not ſuſpect him of being actuated by 
ſo mean a conſideration. His fortune 
was affluent, and though every thing 
about him was in the handſomeſt and 
moſt elegant ſtyle, he lived conſider- 
ably within his income, uniting gene- 
roſity and prudenee in ſuch a manner 
as afforded him the full advantages of 


ttthe one, and the pleaſures of the other. 


When he firſt took — of his 
eſtate, 
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4 every „ lady in the 


_ neighbourhood (to uſe a common ex- 


preſſion) ſet her cap at him. The taſte 5 


with which he laid out his grounds, 
altered and furniſhed his houſe, the 


elegance of his equipage, and, above 


all, the attention he paid to the female 


world, perſuading them that it would 
not be long before he made choice of 
2 wife; but ſeveral years had now paſ- 


ſed ſince his arrangements were com- 
pleted; he ſtill continued to expreſs 


the ſame polite complacency for the 


ladies in his neighbourhood, often in- 
viting parties to his houſe, where they 
were entertained in the moſt elegant 
and agreeable manner. When his aunt 
was with him, ſhe conſtantly was miſ- 
treſs of the ceremonies; but, in her 
abſence, he conferred that diſtinction 
firſt upon one married Lady, and then 
another, without giving any proofs of 


nn choice; the beautiful and 
plain, 
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plain, the young and old, being in- 


chforiminately picked out as queen of 


the dax, io that no one could flatter 
herſelf, even from his attention to her 


mother's, with the leaſt hope of having 


that dignity. conferred upon her for 
life. What ſtill further diſcouraged 
the expectation of making an imprel- 


ſion upon his heart, was the partiality 


he always ſhowed for the married wo- 
men: when he danced, it was with 2 
married woman; when he walked in 
parties, it was to a married woman he 


offered the aſſiſtance of his arm; he 


was civil to all, but all his particular 
civilities were addreſſed to them, yet 


in ſuch a manner as no hufband could 


take offence at; for his complaiſance to 


the young and handſome in that ſtate 


was general and equal. It had like- 
wiſe been lately whiſpered, that this 


inſenſibility to the charms of any par- 


ticular woman was occaſioned by an 
. . attach. ä 
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attachment, of a faſhionable kind, to 
the wife of an officer who was gone 
abroad, and, as it was generally be- 


lieved, prolonged his ſtay out of the 
country from motives of prudence, 


not perhaps quite conſiſtent with the 
honour of his profeſſion, but by which 
he was enabled to live more comfort- 


ably than when he had himſelf and a 


gay wite to maintain out of his halt | 


pay. 
Yet Marlly for that was ths -name 


of his ſeat) was ſo ſweet a place! the 


houſe ſo handſome, ſo convenient, fo 


elegantly furniſhed! the fituation ſo 


fine, the grounds fo delightful! the 


fortune of its poſſeſſor ſo large, his 
perſon ſo agreeable, his manners fo 
pleaſing, and his general character ſo 
excellent, that it was a thouſand pities 
to give up all hope of attaining. ſo 
many deſirable things; and though it 


was generally agreed among the neigh- 
Vor, II. 


bouring | 
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bouring ladies, that Sir Charles Haſt. 
ings was not a marrying man, few of | 
them viſited him without taking par. 
ticular pains with their dreſs, and cal. 
ling up their beſt looks and humours 
For the day. 
Thus the diſengaged almoſt gene- 
rally deſired to attract his notice; nor 
were there wanting, among the wives 
of his friends, ſeveral who would have 
had no objection to going pretty great 
lengths with him in the way of flirta- I 
tion; but in his gallantries he well 1 
knew where to ſtop, nor ever indulged II « 
himſelf in ſaying any thing to a lady I 
which could give her a right to de- 
mand his particular attentions the next f 
| 
t 


time they met. 

Such was the Gtuation of affairs, 
hen Mrs. Mordant and her family, 
* purſuance of their engagement, ſet 

out for Marlley. The glow upon the © 


checks of Maitland and Mi I a 
ä i 
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Mordant was freſher and more deep 
than common, their hairs better crop- 
ped, and the whole adornment of their 
perſons expreſſive of particular care 
and deſire of admiration. As for our 
heroine, the was at all times remark- 
able for the taſte and elegance of her 
dreſs; but that taſte was natural to 


her; that combination of parts which 


gives a pleaſing or ſtriking effect to a 
whole, and is by others ſought and ar- 
ranged with ſtudy and labour, was in 
her the thought of a moment, and her 
dreſſes were often admired and. imi- 
tated, while ſhe herſelf was wholly un- 
conſcious of their particular beauty. 
This was the caſe upon the day we are 
ſpeaking of. The moment ſhe entered 
Mrs. Mordant's dreſſing- room, where 


the family had agreed to aſſemble as 


loon as the taſk of preparation was 
over, Albert making a ſtep back with 
an air of affected ſurpriſe, exclaimed, 

| | „ NR” Death 
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Death to poor Sir Charles! Such ele. 
gance, added to ſuch beauty, is tos 
much! Upon my word (cried: Miſg 
Mordant) Miſs Maitland 1s determined 
to complete her conqueſt; at leaſt ſhe 


RE. not fail for want of attention to 


her appearance. 'Bleſs me (continued 
ſhe, viewing herſelf in a large dreſling- 
glaſs) how flat my dreſs looks! I 
havn't patience to look at myſelf. Dear 
Juliana, (exclaimed Lady | Maitland,) 
where did you get that ſweet chemilſe? 
I muſt poſitively have one like it. Is 
not it charming, Mrs. Mordant ? It is 
very elegant and pretty, (anſwered 
that lady, ) and particularly well ſuited 

to Miſs Maitland's age and perſon. Oh, 
it is quite dehghtful, (cried Lady Mait- 
land, not obſerving the ſatirical caſt 
of Mrs. Mordant's: countenance,) l 
muſt have one poſitively | What tay 
you, Albert ; will you treat me with 

ona for 1 we * been ſo extrava- 
gant, 
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$ you are really rude enough to re- 
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cant, that I really cannot afford it. 
Don't you conſider, my dear madam, . 
that I have been upon the continent 
is well as yourſelf, (anſwered Albert.) 


fiſe me, (ſaid Lady Maitland ;) well 
then, I believe I mult apply to Juliana, 
who has been ſtaying quietly at home, 
and of courſe is rich. If you will 


- 
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do me the honour to order any thing ; 
that you like, (replied our heroine) 1 1 
will take care that the bill ſhall not l 
add to your travelling expences. See 1 
there, (cried her Ladyſhip, her eyes j 
ſparkling with pleaſure) now that was it 
done with a grace! That is like your- 1 
ſelf! i x 
Juliana was pleaſed with the power * 

of obliging her mother, though the 9 
childiſh pleaſure ſhe expreſſed, at the 1 
proſpect of receiving ſuch a preſent, i 
increaſed neither the love or eſteem ſhe 4 
felt for her. Scarce an hour paſſed in | 
270 13 which 3 

þ 
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which the ſenſibility of her heart did 
not ſuffer from the folly and indiſcre- 
tion of her parent, which ſhe could 
not help feeling, in ſome degree, as if | 
it had been her own; the abſurdities 
that only ſerved to amuſe others, gave 
her pain; when they ſmiled, ſhe bluſhed. I 
Her Ladyſhip was, however, pretty 
well kept in countenance by Miſs Mor- 
dant, who, though her underſtanding 
was naturally rather ſtronger, had as 
much little vanity, and almoſt as little 
information as herſelf. = | 

During their ride to Marlly, Lady 
Maitland could talk of nothing but her 
new dreſs, which ſhe ſaid could not 
have come at ſo deſirable a time, 
the being particularly anxious to appear 
with elegance at Stanton races, where 
Mr. Mordant was one of the ſtewards ; 
and being, from the expences of her 
late tour, really at a loſs how to raiſe 
money 8 to ſupply her with ſuch 
neceſſaries 


* 
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e as ſhe ſtood in need of: ſhe 
conſulted Miſs Mordant about the co- 
Jour of the ornaments, but that young 


lady, though dreſs was one of her fa- 


vorite topics of converſation, was not at. 
that time in a humour to enter largely 
into that, or any other, being wholly 


employed m making compariſons be 


tween herſelf and our heroine, Hav- 
ing begun with her dreſs, ſhe proceeded 
to her face and perſon, which, as well 
as the firſt, were, in ſpite of the falſe 
colouring of vanity, ſo greatly ſuperior. 
to her own, that ſhe felt a degree of 
diſſatisfaction, which ſelf approving 


folly is ſeldom known to experience. 
She felt a particular deſire to mortify 
one ſhe eſteemed fo powerful a rival, 


but it was no eaſy taſk ; ſhe poſſeſſed 
. lo little vanity or deſire of general ad- 
miration, that all the common modes 


of female mortification would be. loſt 
upon her. It was to no purpoſe to 


I 4 find 
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find fault with the dreſſing of her hair; 
this ſhe had already tried without ef- 
fect: to tell her ſhe looked ill, was 
> equally vain, it neither diſturbed her 
features or chearfulneſs: to reproach 
her with learning, gravity, prudery, 
was equally to no purpole ; ſhe received 
fuch kind of ſatirical hints with the 
molt perfect indifference, There was 
one method by which ſhe knew it was 
in her power to vex her, at leaſt for 
once, and that was by ſpeaking diſre- 
ſpectfully of Mrs. Maitland, or her 
couſin Mary ; but this ſhe had parti- 
cular reaſons to avoid. Lady Frances 
Seward, though ſo new an acquaint» 
- ance, appeared to be her next favorite; 
_ the was not fenced from her attack by 
motives of prudence or intereſt, and 
with her ſhe determined to begin. 

I hate to go to Marlly, (cried ſhe, 
after a pauſe of a moment had taken 
place in the party) when that formal 

f | | - aunt 
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aunt of Sir Charles's is there; ſhe in- | 
tirely ſpoils the company. The com- 


pany. muſt conſiſt of very trifling peo- 


ple, (rephed Juliana warmly) that can | 
be ſpoiled. by the preſence of Lady 


Frances Seward ; and, in my opinion, 


the epithet of ee could not have 
been worſe applied than to her whoſe 
manners are as eaſy and pleaſing as her 
converſation is elegant, ſenſible, and 
inſtructive. Miſs Mordant and Lady 


Maitland were both about to reply, 


when Albert rode up to the coach door, 


and interrupted them by aſking if Miſs 
| Maitland had yet reſolved to be mer- 


ciful to poor Sir Charles! ? Sir Charles 


muſt firſt ſtand in need of it, (anſwered 


our heroine) of which I ſhall. not be 
convinced till he petitions for it. And 


when he does that, (exclaimed Miſs 
Mordant) I think I can venture to pro- 
miſe it will be granted. Oh, Eliza 1s 


jealous, (cried her brother) ſhe is of- 


"KS tended 
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fended that Miſs Maitland ſhould be 
thought handſomer than Herſelf; and 
— by fuch nice Judges as Sit 
Charles Haſtings and me. Certainly 4 
preference ” to a meal * vod. 
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mortify me eacekrdy. You know 
1 have ſo high an opinion of your 
judgment in every thing! Well, (an- 
Twered Albert) I will Teſt tny judg- 
ment upon, the truth of my aſſertion, 
that Miſs Maitland has made a com- 
plete conqueſt of the Baronet. With 
all my heart, (replied his ſiſter) pro- 
vided the proof of it be an acknow- | 
ledgment from the ſuppoſed lover 
_ himſelf, Exactly ſo, (cried Albert ;) if 
that acknowledgment is not ſhortly 
made, ſay I know nothing about love, 
and all that. And if he. does, (an- 
ſwered Miſs Mordant) ſay I Know no- 
MI of Sir Charles. 
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1 ſhe ſpoke theſe words, the coach 
approached the houſe, before which 


ſtood ſeveral other carriages belonging 
to the neighbouring families, who, 
as well as Mr. Mordant's, had been 
invited to dine with Sir Charles that, 
day; The moment it drew up, the 


Baronet, who was ſtanding in the midft 


of a group of ladies at a window, Which 


commanded the part of the park through 


which they came, flew down with a 


degree of eagerneſs and pleaſure not 
exactly ſuited to the regular ſtyle of 


modern politeneſs. He aſſiſted Albert 


in handing the ladies out, or rather he 


handed out Juliana, for ſo intirely was 
his attention taken up with her, that 


he did not appear to ſee that the party 
conſiſted of any others: a bow, and 


hurried kind of common half how-do- 
ye- do, was all he could ſpare for them, 
till Lady Maitland, who could, on no 
occaſion, endure to be over looked, 
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reminded him of his want of civility, 
by aſking him, with a coquetiſh air, if 
he always paid ſo. much- diſtinction to 
ſtrangers. Sir Charles, inſtantly re- 
collecting the breach of politeneſs and 
propriety he had been guilty of, gently 
_ relinquiſhed the hand of Juliana, and 
taking that of her mother, which he 
was ſure to find no difficulty in gaining, 
led her to the drawing-room, where a 
large company of the neighbouring 
ladies and gentlemen were aſſembled. 
Lady Maitland preſented her daugh- 


ter to the whole company, who re- 


ceived her with much civility, parti- 
cularly the men, who ſeemed to take 
every opportunity of addrefling her, 
and to liſten to her anſwers with admi- 
ration and pleaſure, We would not 
have our readers here ſuppoſe, that we 
mean to repreſent this as the kind of 
reception which every ſenſible and 
beautiful woman is likely to meet with | 
on 
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on her firſt appearance among a com- 

pany of modern men; far from it; if 

ſhe has nothing to recommend her — 

perſonal and mental charms, it is highly 

probable that ſhe will be intirely ne- 9 
glected, and ſee thoſe attentions paid to | i 
ſome. plain idiot, or handſome married þ 
woman, which her / perſon, | accom- 
pliibments, and ſituation, naturally 

gave her a right to expect: but, ſhould =} 
that perſon and thoſe accompliments * | 
be united to the gifts of birth and for- + f 
tune, but eſpecially the latter, they will 9 
then have their full effect; and thoſe 
charms, which were deſpiſed in the 
obſcure girl, will be adored i in the opu- 
lent heireſs. 

Some minutes paſſed i in receiving the 
compliments of the company before 
Juliana could ſeize an opportunity of 
inquiring for Lady Frances, who, con- 

trary to her hopes and expectations, 
was abſent: taking advantage of the 
| firſt 
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firſt moment of filence, ſhe turned to 
Sir Charles, who had ſeated Himſelf by 
her fide, and aſked if they ſhould not 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing her. My 
aunt is much diſappointed, (anſwered 
the Baronet) in being deprived of the 
pleaſure of receiving the preſent com- 
pany, and yourſelf in particular. 
am forry to aſſign, as the. cauſe 
of her abſence, a ſudden indiſpoſition, 
with which ſhe was ſeized this morning 
at breakfaſt, occaſioned, I fear, by our 
walking rather toodate laſt night. Ju- 
liana was the only perſon preſent who 
appeared much grieved, though all de- 
clared they were extremely ſorry, and 
feveral inquiries were made, into the 
particulars of her diſorder; ſhe only 
by an unaffected look of anxiety and 
diſappointment, ſhewed that ſhe really 
was concerned. The moment their in- 
quiries were ended, the reſt of the com- 
pany refumed their uſual gaiety, talk- 
| , me 
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ing over the common ſubjects of com- 

mon viſiting converſition with as much 
appearance of earneſtneſs and pleaſure, 
25 if they had been new and intereſting. 
As for Sir Charles, he ſeemed intirely 


to have forgotten his old prudence and 
circumſpection: the married ladies, 
though ſeveral very handſome ones 
were preſent, ſuffered an almoſt abſo- 
lute neglect; he had only common po- 
| liteneſs to ſpare for them: all his gal- 
lantry and attention was engroſſed by 
our heroine, to whom he addreſſed the 
principal part of his converſation, and 
to whom his eyes ſpoke what his tongue 
| did not yet dare to utter. 

While they were thus engaged, a 
travelling poſt chaiſe and four, orna- 
mented with an Earl's coronet, and 
attended by a valet and three footmen, 
ſtopped at the door, and in a few'mo- 
ments a ſervant annouced Lord Bel- 
ford. The eyes of the whole female 

part 
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part of the company ſparkled at this 
name, and a general flutter of fans was 
heard throughout the room: every 


one, who happened to fit within the 


reflection of a looking glaſs, ſtole a 
glance; ſome adjuſted their handker- 
chiefs; felt if their curls fell in proper 
order, or ſhowed ſome appearance of 
a deſire to look more than uſually plea- 
fing. Juliana had heard much of Kord 
Belford, at Mordant-Place; ſhe expected 
to ſee a fine young gay man, ſuch as were 
the reſt of Lady Maitland's ſuppoſed 
admirers; her ſurpriſe was, therefore, 
very great, When ſhe beheld an ema- 
ciated figure enter, ſupported, by a ſer - 
vant, with whoſe aſſiſtance he was en- 
abled to hobble to a chair. He made 
ſeveral ſmiling bows to the company 
as he paſſed by them, and as ſoon as 
he was ſeated, addreſſed them with a 
degree of ſpirit and vivacity, which 
could little have been expected from 
2 . the 
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the ſtate of decrepitude to which he 
was reduced. It was eaſy to perceive 


that he had once been very handſome ; 


his countenance was open and com- 


manding, his eyes large, expreſſive and 


penetrating, but he was very fallow ; - 
and the ſize of his legs denoted, that 


the gout was a principal agent in the 
work of reducing his naturally athletic 


body to its mm weak and debilitated 


ſtate. 

Many i inquiries were made after his 
health, and many compliments paid 
upon his recovery from a ſevere fit of 


illneſs, by which he had lately been op- 


preſſed, and to which he attributed his 
want of ſtrength and activity. He an- 


ſwered all with much politeneſs, thank- 


ing his friends for the obliging anxiety 


they appeared to feel about him, aſ- 
ſuring them, that he found himſelf 
better every day, and telling Mrs. 
Mor dank he hoped yet to have the ho- 


nour 
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nour of attending her and Mr. M ordant 
at Stanton races. 

The converſation of Lord Belford 
was lively, ſenſible, and entertaining ; 
he appeared to be well acquainted with 
life, was full of anecdotes of the great, 
or rather gay world; and, by conſpi- 
cuouſly taking the lead, united the 
company, which was before divided 
into ſmall parties, and produced what 
is ſeldom met with where more than 
four or five are gathered together, a 
general converſation ; and that of ſo 
pleaſant a kind, that our heroine was 
mortified when the announcement ot: 
dinner put an end to it. 

Lord Belford continued in his chair 


without making any effort to move, i 


till the whole company were got into 
the dining parlour, when his ſervant, 
as before, aſſiſted him to move, and 
placed him in one which was purpoſely 
left for * reception. As ſoon as the 
Alt ladies 
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ladies had entered, Sir Charles walking 


up to Lady Maitland, requeſted that 


the would do him the honour to pre- 
ſide for the day; and reſpectfully tak- 


ing her hand, placed her at the top of 
the table, to the great ſurpriſe of every 


one preſent, he having always conſi- 


dered her too much in the light of a 
ſingle woman ever before to venture 


to pay her ſuch a compliment. She 


received it with apparent complacency 


and inward exultation. She walked to 
the upper end of the room with an af- 
feed mixture of levity and ſtatelineſs; 

and, being ſeated with one of the 
principal gentlemen in the county on 


each ſide of her, the began to fancy 


the days of her firſt ſplendor and beauty 
returned, and that ſhe was again the 


little divinity of an admiring circle, as 


when ſhe enjoyed the full poſſeſſion of 
both, during her ſhort, -but abſolute 


reign, at Woodburn. 
Nothing 


188 HENRY AND ISABELLA; 


Nothing could exceed the elegance 
of the entertainment, which was con- 
ſtiderably larger and more expenſive 
than Sir Charles was accuſtomed to 
give, though nothing was ever want⸗ 
ing at his table, which propriety or 
agreeableneſs could demand; but at 
preſent, a degree of ſplendor and pro- 
fuſion were added, which exactly ſuited 
the feelings of Lady Maitland, and 
made her fancy herſelf quite at home; 
a fancy which ſhe would have had no 
objection to realize, had Sir Charles 
been as much charmed with her as the 
was with Marlly. * 
The company was placed promiſcu- 
_ ouſly at table, the gentlemen being in- 
termixed with the ladies, and no at- 
tention paid to age or rank. It hap- 
pened that our heroine was placed ex- 
actly oppoſite to the peer, who not 
having before obſerved her, the mo - 
ment he caſt his eyes upon her face, 
8 : aſked 
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aſked Miſs Mordant, (who ſat upon 
his left hand) in a low voice, what was 


the name of the young lady over againſt 
them? It is Miſs Maitland, (anſwered 

Eliza;) I wonder my aunt did not pre- 

{cnt her to your Lordſhip. Miſs Mait- 


land, (exclaimed the Earl, ſill in a low 
voice) what the daughter of Lady 


Maitland ? The ſame, (replied Miſs 


| Mordant.) 1 never knew ſhe had any 


children, (ſaid his Lordſhip.) She has 
only this one, (anſwered Miſs Mordant) 
who will be one of the firſt fortunes in 
the kingdom, Will ſhe poſſeſs her 
late father's whole eſtate? (aſked 


Lord Belford :) yes, (anſwered Eliza) 


provided ſhe conſents to marry her 


couſin, the preſent Sir George; if not, 


| ſhe forfeits the half of it to him. And 
is the marriage likely to take place? 


(aſked his Lordſhip.) I don't know, (re- 
plied ſhe) I believe there is no great af- 


fection on either fide ; on his, I am ſure 
| there 
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there is not. Is ſhe not reckoned hand- 
ſome? (faid my Lord :) by ſome, (an- 
ſwered the young Lady ;)butSirGeorge 
is not among the number of thoſe who 
think her ſo. Is ſhe accompliſhed? 
(reſumed his Lordſhip ) pretty well, (re- 
plied Miſs Mordant;) but ſheis ſo grave 
and fond of books, that her company 
gives very little pleaſure, except to a 
few who happen to ſuit her. No doubt 
the has a great many lovers, (faid the 
Peer:) not one that I know of, (an- 
ſwered his informer; )ſhe's ſo extremely 
prudiſh, that ſhe frights them all away. 
Then ſhe is fonder of books than men, 
(faid his Lordſhip, ſmiling.) She hass 
' feen nothing of the world, (replied 
Miſs Mordant) and her notions, and 
ſentiments upon many occaſions are as 
whimſical and old faſhioned, as if ſhe had 
lived before the flood : among others 1 
have heard her ſay, that ſhe thinks it 


_ wrong, and inconſiſtent with the 
character 
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character of a woman of true delicacy 

and e to have more than one 
profeſſed adinirer at a time. Oh, moſt 
Gothic n (cried Lord Belford) 
where could ſhe acquire ſuch uncom- 
mon ideas? Oh, (replied Miſs Mor- 
dant) ſhe was brought up in the coun- 
try, and is ignorant of real life, accord- 
ing to the ſyſtem in the faſhionable 
world. 

Fis Lordſhip ſmiled at te words, 
as he was expected to do, and the fair 
ſpeaker pleaſed herſelf with the thought 
of having lowered a rival in the opi- 
nion of one, whoſe approbation was 
the ſtandard of taſte. He had lately 
parted with a favorite miſtreſs who had 
lived with him ſome years, and ruled 
him with unreſtrained authority; which 

gave the female part of his ac- 
quaintance ſome hope, that, as he was 
growing old, and his health declining, 
he might poſſibly be induced to think 
of matrimony ; the title of Counteſs, 

Mp 8 and 
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and the large pin money and jointure, 


he had it in his power to ſettle, being 
in their eſtimation, an atnple equiva- 
| lent for the want of youth and morals, 
in the latter of which he had always 
been notoriouſly deficient, eſpecially in 


His conduct to women, many of whom 


- had fallen ſacrifices to his arts, a cir- 
cumſtance in which he was known to 
glory. His fortune was very large, 
and what was vulgarly ſtyled his ge- 
neroſity, unbounded ; that is to ſay he 


ſpared no expence to pleaſe himſelf, 
and as his taſte led him to ſplendour - 


and ſocial gaiety, it could not be gra- 


tified without often ſuffering others to 


| partake of his abundance. His under- 


ſtanding was tolerably good, and his 
manners pleaſing, but his heart Was 


hard and ſelfiſh. 
Such was the man, upon whom al- 
moſt every diſengaged woman in the 


county would have beſtowed her hand. | 


The 
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The perſonal compliment, indeed, was 
not great, for with equal readineſs 
would they have given the ſame pre- 
ference to any man of diſtinguiſned 
fortune and conſequence. Juliana was 
the only female preſent, who, in ſome 
way or other, did not court his atten- 
tion. To her he appeared merely as 
an infirm old man, who might once 
have been both in perſon and man- 
ners ſuperior to the generality of mo- 
dern beaus, (a race ſhe did not honour 
with much of her admiration,) but 
whoſe preſent ſituation could only make 
him an object of compaſſion, further 
than as his underſtanding and good- 
neſs might render him one of reſpect. 
His Lordſhip took the firſt opportunity 
of addrefling ſome table chat to her, 
as if willing to know if the account 
he had heard of her was an impartial 
one; and while ſhe anſwered him with 
the moſt unaffected eaſe, did not ap- 
" Os Wo * 
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| pear to think her the mere unman- 
nered pedant Miſs NMordant en 19 8 
| ſented her to be. 
It was with comfulambbs:o wexation | 
that the laſt-mentioned young lady ob- 
ſerved Lord Belford appear ſo much 
captivated with one ſhe had the mo-- 
ment before deſcribed. as little calcu- 
lated to charm.. Though he did not 
in words charge her with envy, and a 
mean defire of leſſening excellencies ſhe 
had not the power to equal, there was 
no miſtaking the expreſſion of his eyes, 
in which ſhe could plainly read ſur- 
prize and admiration; an admiration 
ſhe. could ill endure to ſee thrown away 
upon one whom ſhe accounted too in- 
_ fenfible to deſerve or enjoy it. 
No ſooner did the ladies remove to 
the drawing-room, than his Lordſhip, 
Who was always of their party, fol- 
lowed, and ordering his chair to be 
Tome next to Juliana” 8, addreſſed to 
ks her 
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her his whole converſation, ſcarce 
ſpeaking or looking at any other. His 
remarks were ſo lively, and his know. 
ledge of modern things ſo univerſal, 


that ſhe liſtened to him with more than 


ordinary pleaſure; a pleaſure ſhe thought 
his age and infirmities authorized her 
to indulge and expreſs, without re- 
eb w. Lou 
Sir Charles, ad the reſt of the gen- 
tlemen, ſoon joined the party in the 
drawing-room. The Baronet was no- 
friend to the bottle, nor ever fat at 
table, when he had a female party at 
his houſe, more than a quarter of an 
hour after they left it. The moment 
he had paid a general compliment to 
the company, he walked up to Miſs 
Mordant, who fat on one ſide of our 
| heroine, and telling her he could not 
allow of female parties, ſat down be- 
tween them; an opportunity to do 
which * readily afforded him, by im- 
e 3 
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mediately making room for that pur. 


poſe. The expectation of being ad- 
mired was ſo habitual to her, that ſhe 


did not at all ſuſpect his motive, till, 


having politely anſwered ſome trifle ſhe 
addreſſed to him, by way of beginning 
2 converſation, he immediately joined 

in that of Lord Belford and our he- 


roine, and was in a moment ſo wholly 
engroſſed by the latter, as apparently 
to forget that ſuch a perſon a as berſelf 
was in exiſtence. 


From this ſtate of chagrin and mor- 


tification ſhe was, however, ſoon de- 


lvered by the entrance of a footman, 


who gave a note to Juliana, contain- 
ing theſe words: * If Miſs Maitland 
ce is charitably diſpoſed to favour a 
ce poor invalid with half an hour of 


6 her company, the ſervant who waits 
* her commands will conduct her to, 


« Sc. CT 
n Seward” 


Our 
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Our heroine immediately ſhowed the 


note to Sir Charles, who declared, that 
though he muſt patiently ſubmit to her 
pleaſure, he ſhould certainly quarrel 
with his aunt for thus depriving him 
of the happineſs of even half an hour 
of her company. She then walked 


acroſs the room to her mother and 
Mrs. Mordant, and having informed 
them where ſhe was going, quitted it 
with that eaſy grace and compoſure 
which ſo very few are ever *. to at- 
tain. © 


Sir Charles having attended her to 
the door, inſtead of returning to the 


ſext he had firſt choſen, took one next 
to Lady Maitland's, which. left Miſs 
Mordant again neighbour to the peer, 
who, not having perfectly underſtood 
the cauſe of Juliana's leaving the room, 
applied to her for information. Pleaſed 


with any occaſion of engaging his at- 
RT, the anſwered with an air of 
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the utmoſt complacency, and as much 
compoſure as if nothing had happened 
to mortify or offend her, That it was 
only one of Miſs Maitland's fits of 
friendſhip, with which ſhe was often 


ſeized at as whimſical and improper 


times as the preſent. She then told 
him, that Sir Charles had an aunt with 
him at preſent on à viſit, of whom 
Miſs Maitland was extravagantly fond, 
that illneſs had prevented her from 
making her appearance; and that ſhe 
had ſent to requeſt Juliana to viſit her 
in her apartment. Then ſhe has her 
attachments? (ſaid his Lordſhip) Oh, 
yes! (replied Miſs Mordant, who was 
now more cautious of what ſhe ſaid of 
our heroine) ſhe is quite romantic in 
her notions of friendſhip ! But are all 
her friendſhips female ones ? (aſked my 
Lord.) Yes, I believe ſo, (anſwered 
Eliza ;) I never heard her ſpeak of any 
man with particular regard, except the 
CTY old 
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old rector of her pariſh, and a grey- 


headed butler at Mrs. Maitland's 


While Lord Belford was thus amuſ- 
ing himſelf with enquiries concerning 


our fair heroine, and Sir Charles pay- 


ing his court to Lady Maitland, which 


he did with uncommon aſſiduity, Ju- 


liana had reached Lady Frances's dreſ- 
ſing-room, where ſhe was received 


with the moſt affectionate pleaſure. 
The anxiety ſhe had felt, on account 


of her indiſpoſition, was, in a great 
meaſure, removed by an aſſurance ſhe 
received from her Ladyſhip, that her 


diſorder, which lay chiefly in her head, 


had, fince dinner, almoſt intirely. re- 
moved; and that ſhe found herſelf ſo 
well as once to have half reſolved upon 
dreſſing, and joining the party in the 


drawing - room; but as my principal 
inducement, (continued ſhe) would 
have been the enjoyment of my dear 
Miſs Maitland's ſociety, I changed my 
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determination, hoping I might prevail 
upon you to favour me with a ſhort 
viſit here, and thinking half an hour 
of your company all to myſelf, more 
valuable than a longer time paſſed in 
the uſual mixture of a viſiting party. 
The moments flew away ſo faſt in 
pleaſing 'and rational converſe, that 
Lady Frances's woman made her ap- 
pearance with tea before either ſhe or 
her fair companion imagined the half 
hour, to which the viſit had been li- 
mited, was expired. Her Ladyſhip 
having expreſſed her ſurprize, and look · 
ed at her watch to convince herſelf that 
it could poſſibly be eight o'clock, reach - 
ed out her hand to bid her lovely young 
friend adieu; but Juliana, who felt no 
inclination to exchange her preſent 
ſituation for the unintereſting foppe- 
ries of the drawing -· room, begged ſne 
would permit her to continue where 
he was, till me time of returning to 
NGC 
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Mordant Place; adding, if you inſiſt 
upon my going now, I ſhall conclude 
that you are quite tired of me. Lady 

Frances pauſed ; then looking at Ju- 
liana with a ſmile of inexpreſſible com- 
placency, life, (ſaid ſhe) is not com- 
poſed of ſo many happy hours, that 
we ſhould voluntarily reje& one that 
fortune offers to our acceptance. Thoſe 
which I have now ſpent with you are 
among the moſt pleaſing that 1 have 
for many years experienced; and ſince 
you are good enough to defire it, 1 
cannot deny myſelf the ſatisfaction of 
adding another to their number. Every 
moment, indeed, that they continued 
together, ſeemed to diſcover to each 
ſome excellence, fome amiable trait of 
character, which had, till then, been 
concealed, Juliana admired the com- 
manding nobleneſs of Lady Frances's 


figure and manners, which being united 
to the moſt winning affability, con- 
ms 18 verted 
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verted awe they at firſt inſpired 
into reſpectful affection. Her know- 
ledge, her underſtanding, and, above 
all, the juſtneſs and generoſity of her 
ſentiments compleated her attachment, 
and added eſteem to admiration and 
love. 

In our . Lady Frances had 
found that perfectly amiable and pleaſ- 
ing character, which ſhe- had hitherto 
vainly ſought; taſte, underſtanding, 
and knowledge, joined to elegant fim- 
plicity of manners, delicacy of ſenti- 
ment, beauty of perſon, ſweetneſs of 
temper, and goodneſs of heart. She 
almoR feared to examine whether ſuch 
an aſſemblage of virtues and graces 
was real; and dreaded to diſcover 

ſome latent weakneſs, ſome well-con- 
cealed folly, which would caſt a ſhade 
over ſuch uncommon brightneſs. Yet 
the more ſhe examined, the more clear 
and ſpotleſs did the mind, and man- 

ner 3 
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ners of her fair young friend appear; 
and though her experience, and know- 
ledge of a bad world, made her ſome- 


times inclined to doubt the exiſtence 


of ſo much excellence; the goodneſs 
and rectitude of her own heart taught 
her, that it was poſſible; and the in- 


crealing ſtrength of her affection in- 


clined her to hope that it was certain. 
When Mr. Mordant's coach drew 


up to the door, and Juliana received a 


ſummons to depart, both felt the great- 
eſt reluctance to ſeparate. Lady Fran- 
ces promiſed to call upon her in a few 
days; and lamented, that the different 


diſpoſitions of the Mordants and her- 


ſelf, had prevented that degree of in- 
timacy which ſhe now wiſhed could 
ſubſiſt between them; for, ſhould 1 


now call upon them ae oftener than 
I have been accuſtomed to do, (con- 
tinued her Ladyſhip) they will Kno- 
my motive, and conſider my having 

K 6 ſo 
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ſo frequently declined their invitations 
as an abſolute affront, Had I not firſt 


the pleaſure of ſeeing you at an early | 
Hour in the park? (faid Juliana.) Do 
you often take morning walks? Very 


often, (anſwered her Ladyſhip;) and if | 


you will give me your company to- 
morrow, at ſeven o'clock, my woman 
ſhall meet you at the firſt ſeat in Mr. 
Mordant's park, and conduct you to a 
little bathing houſe, which is abſolutely 
my own property, and where we may 
enjoy an hour or two of anuſterrapted 
_ converſation. 

This was exactly what Juliana wiſh- 
ed. She could not offer to viſit Lady 
Frances, becauſe her preſent home was 
the houſe of Sir Charles Haſtings ; but 
the delicate manner in which ſhe had 
intimated, that her nephew was not to 
be admitted into their morning meet- 
_ ings, fatisfied the niceſt ſenſe of pro- 
priety ; and ſhe took leave with an aſ- 

8 „ 
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| Furance, that the would not fail to be . 
exact both as to the place and hour of 
appointment. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
eren, 


H E moment our heroine de- 

ſcended from Lady Frances's 
apartment, ſhe was met by Sir Charles, 
who taking her hand to lead her into 
the drawing- room, where the ladies 
were preparing to depart, gently re- 
proached her for abſenting herſelf ſo 
long. We have, (ſaid he) been, ſince 
you left us, the dulleſt beings you 

can imagine; for my own part, I felt 

myſelt ſo utterly unable to ſupport any 
"EM 1 5 thing 
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thing that reſembled converſation, that | 
1 was obliged to propoſe cards in my 
own defence. The afternoon has been 
cloudy, (anſwered Juliana ſmiling,) it 
is not therefore ſurpriſing that an Eng- 
liſh company ſhould want ſpirits. As 
ſhe ſpoke theſe words, they reached 
the drawing-room door, where they 
were met by Albert, who taking hold 
of her other hand with his uſual good- 
humour, exclaimed, Are you not a cruel 
creature to run away and leave us for 
ſo many hours in a ſtate of melancholy 
and dejection! ? Poor Lord Belford is 
gone in deſpair, . Here fat the Peer, at 
leaſt half an hour, debating with him- 
ſelf whether he ſhould riſk the conſe- 
quence of evening damps, or depart 
without taking leave of you. I affure 
you, inclination and prudence had a 

| hard ſtruggle; I believe his diſappoint- | 
ment at your not returning was nearly 
as n. as the gout; n he 

| has 
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has promiſed us the honour of a viſit 


in a few days, when he will make his 


own complaints and apologies. Is 


Lord Belford then an inhabitant of 
this part of this kingdom? (ſaid Ju- 
liana.) He has, within the laſt twelve 
months, purchaſed a large eſtate in 
this neighbourhood, (anſwered Sir 


Charles) where he is making confider- 
able improvements. About ſix weeks 


ſince he came to it, intending only to 
paſs a few days, and ſee how his pro- 
jector went on; but a ſevere fit of the 
gout, from which he is yet but half 


recovered, has detained him till now. 
For which, no doubt, he will be thank- 


ful, (faid Sir Harry Windſor, who 
was one of Sir Charles's neighbours 
and viſitors, with an affected air) ſince 
it has been the means of affording him 


the immenſe pleaſure of ſeeing the ac- 
compliſhed Miſs Maitland. Probably, 


(aid Albert, with a grave countenance) 
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He will love the gout all the remainder 
of his life for it; and every time he feels 
a twinge, inſtead of execrating, exclaim, 
Oh! thou beloved pain, welcome! 
thrice welcome! dear ſhalt thou ever 
be to me; for to thee I owe the en- 
rapturing fight of my adored Juliana! 
Every perſon preſent, except Sir 
Harry, who felt himſelf a little offend- 
ed, ſmiled at this unexpected fally; and 
Juliana having received preſſing invi- 
tations to viſit the ladies, and abun- 
dance of farewell compliments from 
the men, took her leave with the reſt 
of Mr. Mordant's family. She was 
handed to the coach by Sir Charles, 
there being gentlemen of equal rank 
to attend Lady Maitland and Mrs. 
Mordant. By the way, he requeſted 
that ſhe would often favour his aunt 
with her company ; adding, that every 
body conſidered Marlly as belonging en- 
8 * Frances during her reſi- 
dence 
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dence there. Our heroine thanked him 


for his polite invitation, and ſaid, ſhe 


| ſhould with pleaſure embrace every op- 
portunity of ſeeing a lady, whoſe ſo- 


ciety was ſo particularly agreeable to 


her. He then pointed out ſome diſ- 


tant objects, which the ſetting ſun 
ſhowed with uncommon diſtinctneſs 


and beauty; in deſcribing which, he 


Ropped, and having hold of her hand, 


ſhe was obliged to do the ſame; in- 
deed, being amuſed with the fine view - 
before her, the felt no inclination to 


haſten forward. When Miſs Mordant, 
who with the reſt of the party had been 
ſeated in the coach a full minute, cal- 


led out in a half-peeviſh tone, Oh come, 
Miſs Maitland! pray don't keep us 


waiting here. Theſe words rouſed our 
| Heroine, who begging pardon for the 


inadvertency ſhe had been guilty of, 
took the place which was left for 


and 


her, by the fide of her mother, 
e 1 after 
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after a general interchange of bows, 
and kiſſing of hands, they drove away 
on their return to Mordant Place. 
The ill humour of Miſs Mordant 
was viſible to every one- preſent, nor 
was the occaſion of it a ſecret to any, 
except our heroine, from whom the 
little delight ſhe took in, or attention 
ſhe paid to general admiration, con- 
cealed the degree of it ſhe had that day 
excited, which had ſo much diſturbed 
the peace, and raiſed the envy and aver- 
ſion of her young companion. Lady 
| Maitland was in the higheſt ſpirits, ex- 
patiating with delight upon the ſplen- 
did entertainment they had been treat- 
ed with, and repeating the many fine 
things that had been ſaid to her by Sir 


Charles, Lord Belford, and Sir Harry 
Windſor, eſpecially the latter, who, 
among other gallant ſpeeches, told her, 

that nothing but Juliana's extraordi- 

1 underſtanding and beauty, could 

have 
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have perſuaded him that ſhe was her 
daughter; though from the ſtriking 
reſetablance in their perſons and man- 
ners, he ſhould eaſily have believed 
that they were ſiſters. 
EReſemblance in perſon and manner, | 

(cried Miſs Mordant) in my opinion, 
there cannot be two people more unhke 
in both. Sir Harry was really at a loſs 
for a compliment, when he ſaid that. 
Some people don't ſee likeneſſes, (an- 
ſwered Lady Maitland. ) What do you 


think Mrs. Mordant ? is not there A 


great reſemblance between us ? You 
are both fair, (replied that Lady) other- 
wiſe I don't ſee much. What do you 
think of it, Albert? (continued ſhe, 
addreſſing her ſon, who juſt then rode 
up to the coach window) do you per- 
ceive a very conſiderable degree of re- 
ſemblance between Lady Maitland and 
| her daughter? Oh, certainly, (an- 
ſwered Albert) they are both very 
handſome 
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handſome you know, and one hand- 
ſome thing muſt be like another. Then, 
(anfwered Mrs. Mordant, ſmiling) 
Miſs Maitland's eyes are like your 
horſe. I thought you were going to 
fay, that Miſs Maitland's eyes were 
like mine, {cried Albert. ) Juſt as like 
as blue and black, (faid his ſiſter.) 
Does reſemblance depend only upon 


colour? (replied he ;) my eyes may be 


like Miſs Maitland's, as they are bright, 
oft, expreffive, —Huth, haſh, (cried 
Lady Maitland) I ſhall grow jealous of 
Juliana, if you compliment her at this 
rate. Oh, (replied Albert) your Lady- 
hip had fixed me before I faw Miſs 
Maitland ; to be ſure, when Sir George 
introduced me firſt at Furze-Hill, I 
Aid feel a little twinge; if you had not 
gained full poſſeſſion of my heart, it 
would certainly have been then loſt ; 
but ſhe muſt not think to make con- 
9 25 of every body, if Sir Charles 
Haſtings 
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Haſtings and Lord Belford—Bleſs me, 
(exclaimed Miſs Mordant) I thought 
Lord Belford had long ſince been aſ- 
ſigned to Lady Maitland. I thought ſo 
too, (anſwered Albert) but I know not 
what to. think of it now; ſome very 
ſuſpicious circumſtances took place to- 
day. Men are fickle. creatures, you 
know, my dear Lady Maitland : but 
you muſt comfort yourſelf with re- 
flecting, that the conftancy of Sir 
Harry Windfor and myſelf is not to be 
ſhaken. I fancy, (ſaid Miſs Mordant) 
the beſt way to be ſecure againſt a paſ- 
ſion for any body elſe, is to fall in love 
with ones ſelf, and if that's the caſe, Al- 
bert has nothing to fear. And if that is 
the caſe, (replied he) let me congratu- 
late my dear ſiſter upon her perfect ſe - 
curity; and pronounce, at once, that 
the moſt accompliſhed man in Europe 
may deſpair of ever being able to ** 
an intereſt in her heart. i 

. heſe 
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- Theſe kind of ſatirical compliments 
continued to paſs between the brother 
and ſiſter, rather to their own amuſe- 
ment than that of their mother, 


or our heroine, during the remainder | 


of the ride; Lady Maitland, ſometimes 
hding with the one, ſometimes with 
the other, was the only perſon in the 
party, (Albert excepted, in whom it 
was conſtitutional) who preſerved an 
appearance of perfect good humour. 
Miſs Mordant being irritated by ſome 
laughing truths, or as ſhe ſtyled them, 
impertinences, which were addreſſed 
to her by her brother, Mrs. Mordant, 
hurt by ſuch a ſcene of trifling diſa - 
greement between them, and Juliana 
half diſguſted with their folly, and 
mortified by the levity and affectation 
of a mother, who, notwithſtanding her 

ſtrong ſenſe of duty, ſhe could neither 

love or reſpect, it was with pain that 


the compared her character and man- 
ners 
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ners with thoſe of Lady Francis Seward. 


The underſtandin g, knowledge, ele- 


gance, and ſweetneſs of the one, formed 


too ſtrong a contraſt to the weakneſs: 


of mind, ignorance, affectation, and 
caprice of the other, to permit the 


compariſon to paſs unmade, or to be 
reflected upon without real concern. 


While ſhe gazed upon the once young 
and beautiful Lady Maitland, now- 


growing old without relinquiſhing one 


of thoſe follies which had made that 
youth and beauty contemptible, or the 


poſſeſſion of a ſingle virtue to render 


age chearful or reſpectable, ſhe would 
have ſighed for the honour of human 


nature, had ſhe felt only as a common 


partaker of it; but when ſhe reflected 
that this weak, worthleſs being was 
her mother, one to whom ſhe ought to 
be bound by every tye of tenderneſs 
and reſpect, the ſigh was deeper, and 
the pang by * it was accompanied 

more 
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more paint ul, than any that mere com- | 
paſſion could excite, She had em- 


braced every opportunity, which her 


refidence at Mordant-Place had af- 
forded her, of expatiating upon that 
reſpectableneſs of character, and peace- 

ful ſtate of mind, which are the reſult 


of propriety of conduct; but fo far 


was Lady Maitland from being affected, 
or improved by her repreſentations, 


that the did not appear even to com- 


prehend them, or if ſhe did, choſe, 
by a ſeemingly careleſs inattention, to 
let them paſs as matters in which ſhe 


was wholly unintereſted, frequently at 


the very moment, without appearing 


to intend it, expreſſing ſuch ſentiments 


and opinions as abſolutely contradicted 


thoſe delivered by our heroine, or do- 
ing ſomething which plainly proved 


that ſuch lectures were intirely loſt up- 
on her. Sometimes Juliana was in- 
ph which ſhe 


thought 


\ 
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thought rendered her incapable U 
chinking right, but at others, the art- 


ful means ſhe would make uſe of to 
attain ſome little deſired purpoſe, and 
the quickneſs with which ſne compre- 
hended whatever ſuited her diſpoſition, 


convinced her that the defect lay in the 


perverſion rather than the natural 


weakneſs of her intellects; and that 


though her underſtanding” could not 


be reckoned ſtrong, it would have been 
ſufficiently ſo for all the pprpoſes of a 


life ſo eaſy, fortunate, and unvaried 


as her's, had it not been rendered uſe- 
leſs by the badneſs of her education, 


and pernicious by the corruption of 


her heart. The memory of her father 


was dear to her: the excellent character 
which Mrs. Maitland had often drawn 
of him, had rendered her extremely 


fond of his idea; ſhe could not, there- 


fore, reflect upon the injury and diſ- 
grace he had ſuffered, without a degree 
Vol. II. * ak of 
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of diſguſt and reſentment, which ren- : 


dered it difficult to treat its author with 


that deference and regard which her 


profeſſed affection Rense to deſerve, 


and the ſacred title ſhe bore demanded. 


— 
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